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PREFACE. 


AN ADDRESS TO CHRISTIANS. 


THE first number of this work did not meet with sufficient 
encouragement to enable me immediately to publish another, though 
I have never relinquished the desiga. My only motive in pre- 


senting you, with a second number, is to promote the cause of 


Divine Truth ; and in the present lax state of the Church, both 
as it regards doctrine and discipline, no fear of man should deter 
us from implicitly avowing the doctrine of God our Saviour. Leet 
us hold fast the form of sound words, in the face of Infidels, and 
in the midst of an apostate and hypocritical people. who, under a 
vile’ pretension of Christianity, are the greatest enemies to its 
essential qualities. John saith, “Whosoever ttansgresseth and 
abideth not in the doetrine of Christ, hath not God. He that 
abideth in the doctrine of Christ, hath both the Father and the 
Son.” It must therefore be of great importance whether we abide 
in the doctrine of Christ or not. It is high time to aweke out of 
sleep; and God’s ministers especially should be careful to declare 
the whole counsel of God. 

















© PREFACE. 


The Church of England observes in her Hemily for Whitsun- 
day, “If any man be a dumb Christian not professing his faith 
openly, but cloaking and colouring himself, for fear of danger in 
time to come ; he giveth men occasion, justly, and with good con- 
science, to doubt lest he have not the grace of the Holy Spirit 
within him : becanse he is tonguetied, and does not speak.” And 
what are we to think of persons who publish so many contrary 
doctrines. “Outof the mouth of the Most High proceedeth not 
evil and good! For the word of the Lord is right ; and all his 
works are done in truth. He loveth righteousness and judgment : 
The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.” Mosheim’s obser- 
vation in reference to the Gnostics, is suitable to the Hopkinsians : 
* Among them you find continual dissensions, for the whole of their 
system is destitute of any sure or solid foundation, and depends 
both for its existence and support upon the airy suggestions of ge- 
nius and faney. This consideration alone is a sufficient key to 
explain the divisions that reigns in this sect; since uniformity 
ean never subsist, with assurance, but upon the basis of evident 
and Substantial truth, and variety must naturally introduce itself 
into those systems and institutions which are formed and conduct- 
ed by the sole powers of invention and faney.”” 

Let every one, who nameth the name of Christ be careful to de- 
part from iniquity, and they need not fear the combined forces of 
earth and hell, while they put their trust in the Lord our right- 
eousness. When Protestants felt the influence of truth on their 
minds, they lifted up their banners in the face of imminent dangers : 
the following extract from Bishop Latimer’s letter to Henry the 
Vill. will serve as a specimen of the just feelings of the Reform- 
ers of the Church of England. 

“To the most Mighty Prinee, &c. 

“The holy doctor Augustine, in an epistle which he wrote te 
Casalamus, saith, that he which for fear of any power hideth the 
truth, provoketh the wrath of God to come upon him, for he fear- 
eth men more than God. And according to the same, the holy 
man Chrysostom. saith, that he is not only a traitor to the truth, 
which openly for truth teacheth a lie; but he also which doth 
not freely pronounce and shew the truth that he knoweth. These 
sentences when I read and marked them earnestly in the inward 
parts of my heart. they made me sore afraid, troubled and vexed 
me grievously in my conscience, and at last drove me to this strait, 
that either I must shew forth such things as I have read and learn- 
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ed in seripture, or else be of that sort that provoke the wrath of 
God upon them, and be traitors unto the truth: which thing, 
rather than it should happen, I had rather suffer extreme punish- 
ment. For what other thing is it to be a stranger unto the truth, 
than to be a traitor and a Judas unto Christ, who is the very truth 
and cause of all truth ? Who saith, that whosoever denieth him 
before men, he will deny him before his Father in heaven ; which 
denying ought more to be feared and dreaded, than the less of all 
temporal goods, honor, promotion, fame, prison, slander, hurts, 
banishments, and all manner of torments and cruelties, yea, and 
death itself, be it ever so painful and shameful. 

But alas! how little do men regard those sharp sayings of these 
two hely men! And how little do they fear the terrible judgment 
of Almighty God! And especially they which boast themselves to 
be guides and eaptains unto others, and challenging unto them- 
selves the knowledge of holy scripture, yet will neither shew the 
truth themselves (as they are bound) or suffer them that would. 
So that unto them it may be said, that which our Saviour Christ 
said to the Pharisees, Matt. 13. Woe be unto you, Scribes and 
Pharisees, who shut up the kingdom of heaven before men, and 
neither will you enter in yourselves, neither suffer them that would 
to enterin. And they will as much as in them lieth, debar not 
only the word of God (which David ealleth a light to direct and 
shew every man how to order his affections and lusts, according to 
the commandments of God) but also by their subtle witness they 
instruct, move and provoke in a manner, all kings in Christendom, 
to aid, succour, and help them in this their mischief.” What dif- 
ferent language is the above, to the language of the men pleasers 
of modern times ! Having expressed a disapprobation of the tenets 
of Hopkinsians, it will be proper further to explain myself on that 
head, I shall therefore add a letter written to the Fev. T. Andros 
of Berkley, as an introduction to some further observations in a 


future number. 


March 13th, 1843. 


‘ To the Rev. T. ANDROS. 
Rev. and Dear Sir, 


AFTER the dispassionate conversation I had the pleasure of 
enjoying last evening, 1 can freely state te you, as you requested,. 
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the differences which I pereeive between Hopkinsianism and the 
Protestant doctrines of the gospel. 

I do not mean to say, that all ministers called by that name, are 
attached to these peculiarities, yet in consequence of their union, 
it,is difficult to distinguish one grade of Hopkinsians from another ; 
bat I suppose the system which I complain of, is more or less 
adopted by a considerable number of Ministers in New-England, 
both among the Baptists and Congregationalists. My first objec- 
tion is founded on a fear, that the system has a tendency to lead 
direetly to Arminianism, and indirectly to Arianism and Soeinianism ; 
especially in their rejection of the doctrine of Imputation. Wes- 
ley pretended only to object to the term imputation, but it was evi- 
dent in his controversy with Hervey, that he had serious scruples 
respecting the doctrine. 1 fear that Dr. Emmons will demonstrate 
that he is opposed to the doctrine of Justijicaiion by faith only in 
the righteousness of Christ ; by his introduction of the idea, that 
works done after regeneration are meritorious: still 1 am aware 
that some of your Ministers do not approve of his speculations. 
So that [ would have it understood that my publication is aimed 
at the worst kind of Hopkinsianism. 

Dr. Emmon’s ideas on Divine influences appear to me to be ob- 


jectionable on several accounts, and to be expressly against James’ 


Kpistle: Let no mansay when he is tempted, | am tempted of 
God, for Ged is not tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man, 
but every man is tempted, when he is drawn aside of his own 
lusts and enticed.” 

Sinful exercises are as natural to us, as it is for us to breathe; 
but holy exercises are produced by the special influence of the 
Holy Spirit, and persons under that influence may be said to be 
partakers of the divine nature. Yet God does not produce, nor is 
he the authoi of sinful exercises, in the same way, nor in the 
sense, in which he is the author of holy exercises. 

We do not believe that Eleetion or Reprobation in any respect 
implies that God is the ‘‘author of sin” although we fully believe 
in the doctrine of divine decrees and the certain predestination of 
the elect to eternal life, yet we deny the consequence which Armin- 
ians draw from these doctrines. Wedo not suppose that the 
divine Lawgiver can be considered in any sense the transgressor. 
By the ditaine of imputation we mean that Adam sinned, as the 
representative of the whole of his posterity, and that therefore his 
sim 1s imputed to them; so that we are not only conceived in sin 
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and brought forth in iniquity ; but are under the curse of the law 
and liable to the wrath of God. And we believe, that the justifiea- 
tion of the eleet, comes in the same way, even by the imputation 
of the righteousness of the second Adam; that as by the offence 
of one, many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one, many 
are made righteous: and that as Christ: stood the surety of his 
people, he bore their sins in his own body on the tree. Hopkin- 
sianism appears to me to be a defection from those essential! points ; 
but if they shall in future express themselves so fully on those 
points as to leave no doubt of their soundness, my object will be 
answered. It is too often observed by your party, that the whole 
of depravity rests in the will, but we prefer declaring, that the 
man is totally depraved ; his understanding darkened ; his affee- 
tions alieniated from the life of God; his will perverse and rebel- 
lious, and all his members,of unrighteousness. We think it unscrip- 
tural to say as the Hopkinsians do, that the understanding is not 
depraved, when it is expressly declared, that “the wisdom of this 
world is foolishness with God.” Instead of saying that “al! sin 
consists in selfishness, we choose to say with the apostle that “sin is 
the transgression of the law,” aud rather than use your expression 
that “all holiness consists in disinterested benevolence,” we say that 
the holiness of the saints consists, in being transformed in their 
minds after the image of Christ. On the article of the new-birth, 
We believe, that conviction of sin, a spirit of prayer, and saving 
faith in Christ are essential to that important work, and must be 
wholly performed by the Holy Spirit. President Davies has explain- 
ed that work, in his Sermon “on Spiritual Life,” much better than 
Lam able to do, to which sermon I beg leave to refer you. We do 
not believe that a soul under convictions, must be willin® to be 
damned,” though he knows and feels, that he might justly be 
damned on the ground of the covenant of works ; yet there is a 
ery itor mercy in the quickened soul. 

Faith in Christ is accompanied with love to God, and a spirit of 
adoption ; but we think it more scriptural, to speak of faith as the 
first and principal gracious exercise in the article of conversion. 
Faith in Christ implies the experience of forgiveness of sins, or 
what we call the experience of pardon. You know that univer- 


sal redemption is one of the five points of Arminianism, which has 
heen so often refuted by eminent Calvinistie writers. 


1 am, Rev. and Dear Sir, 


Yours Respectfully, GEORGE S. WHITE. 
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6 Life of Cowrer. 


REVIEW of the Life and Posthumous Writings of Wittian 
Cowrer, Esq....by Witt1am Harcer, Esq. 


TO write the lives of illustrious men, is not only an act due 
to the dead, but asingular favour to the living. While the merit 
of deceased worthies is placed in a proper light, and every action 
put forth to public view, we suppose ourselves conversing with 
them, and learning of them how to think and act. The great ex- 
amples of heroism, of virtue, and of the christian graces, are, as 
tt were, held up to dur imitation, and revived in our own age, and 
the exemplary character is made to live forever, for a model for 
future ages, and a reproach to degenerate posterity. 

It is the duty ofa Biographer to be industrious in colleeting his 
materiais, careful in the choice of them, and regular in the diges- 
ting of them. Mr. Hayley has failed in neither of these partieu- 
Jars; the pieture he exhibits is finely touched by the hand of an 
eminent master, which cannot fail in attracting and delighting the 
beiiolder, and which must excite a love and reverence for his pe- 
culiar abilities. 

Mr. Cowper, the subject now before us, was blest with a native 
invention, a strength sll aitiinn, together with a warm and bDril- 
liant imagination. He gave force to the powers of deseription 
in an easy and natural flow of eloquence. He travelled in a path 
peculiar to himself, leaving the beaten track to dunees, for he 
justly claimed to himself the stamp of originality. He drank 
deep from the purest and noblest of all sources, both human and 
divine. 

While he seems to have entered deep into the spirit of his fa- 
vorite Homer, and in whom there are strong lines of resemblance, 
and distinguished characteristical touches, we perceive, and we 
rejoice to perceive, an assimilation of disposition to the same 
spirit that dwelt in Christ, and a legible conformitygto him in his 
divine life. 

Our poet, we are informed by his biographers, deseended from 
the CowrErs, who have held for several centuries a respectable 
rank among the merchants and gentry of England. ‘The family 
rose to a high distinction in the beginning of the last century, by 
twa brothers, who obtained a seat in the House of Peers, by em- 
inence in the profession of the law. ‘The subject ef this memorial 
was born at Berkhampstead on the 26th of Nov. 1734. His father 
was Doctor Cowper, his mother’s name was Donne, daughter of 
Rtoger Donne, Esquire, of Norfolk, who died in ehildbed, at the 
age of 34, in the year 1737. ‘The loss of a parent, so virtuous and 
endearing, at an early period, was the prime misfortune of Cow- 
per; and what contributed perhaps in the highest degree to the 
dark traits of his subsequent life, 
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In first quitting the house of his parents, he was sent to a repu 
table school at Markit-atrect, in Hertfordshire, under the care of 
Doetor Pittman, and it is probable that he was removed from it 
in consequence of an ocular complaint. From a circumstance 
which he relates of himself at that period, in a letter written to 
Mr. Hayley in 1792, he seems to have been in danger of resem 
bling Milton in the misfortune of blindness, as he resembled him, 
more happily, in the fervency of devout and poetical spirit. 

At the age of fourteen, he was seized at Westminister schoo! 
with the small pox, and being all his life subject to inflammations 
in his eyes, and specks on both that threatened to cover them, the 
above disorder was in some measure delivered him from his suf- 
ferings in his eyes, though he was still afterwards liable to inflam- 
mation. 

It appears a strange process in education, to send a tender child 
from a long residence in the house of a female oculist, immedi- 
ately into all the hardships that a little delieate boy must have 
to encounter at a publie school. But the mother of Cowper was 
dead, and fathers, though good men, are in general, utterly unfit 
to manage their young and tender orphans. The little Cowper 
was sent to his first school in the year of his mother’s death, and 
how ill-suited the seene was to his peculiar eharacter, must be 
evident to all, who have heard him describe his sensations in that 
season of life, which is often, very erroneously, extolled as the 
beuytest period of human existenee. He has heen frequently heard 
to lament the persecution that he sustained in his childish years, 
from the cruelty of his school-fellows, in the two scenes of his 


education. His own forcible expression, represented him at W est- 
minister as not daring to raise his eye above the shoe buckle of 
the elder boys, who were too apt to tyrannize over his gentle spirit. 


The acuteness of his feelings in his childhood, rendered those im- 
portant years (which might have produced, under tender cu!tiva- 
tion a series of lively aiepeenies miserable years of increasing 
timidity and dépression, which, in the most cheerful hours of his 
advanced life, he could hardly deseribe to an intimate friend, with. 
out shuddering at the recollection of his early wretchedness, Yet 
to this perhaps the world is indebted for the pathetic and mora! 
eloquence of those forcible admonitions to parents, which give in. 
terest and beauty to his admirable Poem on Public Schools. Poets 
may be said to realize, in some measure, the poetical idea of the 
Nightingale’s singing with a thorn at her breast, as their mos! 
exquisite songs have often originated in the acuteness of thei: 
personal sufferings. 


He left Westminister at the age of signi®» in 1749 ; and as if 


destiny had determined, that all his early situations in life should 
be peculiarly irksome to his delicate feelings, and tend rather to 
promote, than to counteract a constitutional tendency to a morbid 
sensibility in his frame, he was removed from a public school to 


the office of an attorney. He resided three years in the house of 


a Mr. Chapman, to whom he was engaged by articles for that time 
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Here he was placed for the study of a profession, which nature 
seered resolved, that he never should practice. 

When he quited the house of the solicitor, where he was placed 
to aequire the rudiments of litigation, he settled himselfin eham- 
bers of the Inner-Tempie, as a regular student of law ; but although 
he resided there to the age of thirty-three, he rambled (according 
to his own colloquia! account of his early years) from the thorny 
road of his austere patroness, jurisprudence, into the primrose 
paths of literature and poetry. Even here his native diffidence 
confined him to social and subordinate exertions. He wrote and 
printed both prose and verse, as the concealed assistant of less 
diffident authors. During his residence in the Temple, he eulti- 
rated the friendship of some eminent literary characters, who had 
been his school-fellows at Westminister, particularly Colman, 
Bonnel, Thornton, and Lloyd. 

While Cowper resided in the Temple, he seems to have been 
personally aequainted with the most eminent writers of the time ; 
and the interest, which he probably took in their recent works, 
tended to increase his powerful, though diffident, passion for poetry, 
and to train him imperceptibly to that masterly command of lan- 
guage, which time and chance led him to display, almost «as anew 
talent at the age of fifty. One of his first associates has informed 
me, that before he quitted London, he frequently amused himself 
in translation from ancient and modern poets, and devoted his 
composition to the service of any friend who requested it. Ina 
eopy of Duncombe’s Horace, printed in 1759, I find two of the 
Satires translated by Cowper. The Duncombe’s father and son, 
were amiable scholars, of a Hertfordshire family; and the elder 
Duncombe, in his printed letters, mentions Dr. Cowper (the 
father of the Poet) as one of his friends, who possessed a talent 
for poetry, exhibiting at the same time a respeetable specimen of 
his verse. The Duneombes in the preface to their Horace, impute 
the size of their work to the poetical contributions of their friends. 

Speaking of his own early life, in a letter to Mr. Park, (dated 
March, 1792,) Cowper says, with that extreme modesty, which 
was one of his most remarkable characteristics. “From the age 
of twenty to thirty-three, I was oceupied, or ought to have been, 
in the study of the law; from thirty-three to sixty, } have spent 
my time in the country, where my reading has been only an apol- 
ogy for idleness, and where, when I had not either a Magazine, 
or a Review, I was sometimes a earpenter, at others, a bird-cage 
maker, or a gardener, or a drawer of landseapes. At fifty years 
of age I commenced an author :—It is a whim, that has served me 
longest, and best, and will probably be my last.” 


(To be Continued in the next Number.) 
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Experience of Miss Elizabeth Terry. 9 


The Experience of Miss Exizazeru Terry, in a letter to the 
Editor. 
BrigHTon, May 31, 1811. 
To the Rev. G.S. Warts, 


AGREEABLE to your request, I write the following ac- 
count of God’s dealings with me. 

When I was about the age of eight years, I was legally con- 
vineed of sin, though my sins were but those of childhood ; yet 
my conscience checked me sorely, and when I were about to com- 
mit evil } have been deterred from it by upbraidings of conscience : 
but being entirely ignorant of our state by nature, { thought myself 
guilty of sins committed, for which I prayed that God would for- 

ive me, and at the same time promised amendment for the future. 

hose convictions were soon worn off, but would return at the ap- 
poegne ay of death. When I was at school, in the year 1806, 

met with a pamphlet entitled, “Serious Thoughts on Eternity,” 
by which my mind was much impressed concerning the eternal 
state of my soul, and thought myself not prepared for eternity. 
Having some notion of Christ’s death, I thought he died for such 
as would repent and amend their ways; therefore I set abont 
working out a salvation of my own, and to obtain the favor of God. 
I used formal prayers, and read my bible often ; and what I thought 
were proper rules for my conduct, I wrote in a book, which I kept 
in my pocket, to read as opportunity offered. But the more I 
strove to lead a life without spot or blemish, the more I failed in 
the attempt, which made me often ery bitterly unto God that he 
would change my heart from evil, enable me to lead a life free from 
those evil temspers which were then so prevalent on me. My health 
being much impaired, I got into great despondency of mind, not 
being satisfied as to the everlasting happiness of my soul. 

Seeing one of Ron.: nes’ books, in my father’s desk, “On the 
Law and Gospel,” I read it, and saw plainly, that the soul that 
sinneth in one point of the law, is guilty of the whole, and that 
no salvation ean be obtained but by faith in Christ; all which I 
found confirmed in scripture. Thus were all my hopes cut up and 
I found myself quite lost and undone, as to any thing that I could 
do. Ithen became careless and indifferent about Religion, while 
in this hardened state of mind, I knew the necessity of true repen- 
tance and faith in Christ, both of which I felt destitute of, and 
eould not beg for mercy. This line of Hart’s Hymn, “Begging 
mercy every hour,” tried my mind very much, and I prayed that 
God would not give me up to hardness of heart, but that he would 
increase my desires after him. I felt assured, that unless God 
would enable me, [ could not seek him, knowing that it is not of 
him that willeth, nor of him that runeth, but of God that sheweth 
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mercy.” Sometime after you came to Brighton, there was a 
motion in the House of Lords, in order to restrict the licenees of 
Protestant dissenting ministers, and you mentioned it in public, 
and my mother told me of it. I thought, that if it should be 
granted, the spirit of popery would again revive. And I reflected, 
that 1 could not suffer persecution for Christ’s sake, as | knew him 
not for myself, therefore feared being given up to any popish 
errors. Being fully convineed of the necessity of experiencing 
for myself, 1 was led to beg for merey in Christ Jesus, that he 
would reveal himself to me, as my salvation, and feeling the 
burden of my sins, I cried out in the language of the leper, “Lord 
‘if though wilt, though canst make me clean.” 1 knew God was 
able, if it were his will. Having some thought on election, the 
question with me was, whether I was eleeted or not P The devil 
would sometimes suggest to me that if I were elected, I need not 
pray, if not elected, I should be damned if I did pray, but the Lord 
encouraged me by your ministry, and I had sometimes a secret 
hope, that one time or another I should find deliverance, and I 
was enabled to continue begging for mercy, with importunity, until 
July the 2nd, 1809, the time before appointed for my deliverance ; 
it was in the evening of that day, you opened your chapel in Cum- 
berland Street, Brighton. On the same day you baptized some 
ehildren, but I was baptized with fire, by the Holy Ghost, which 
fire as Hart says, “will not consume, but melt.” While you were 
preaching from these words, “And 1 brethren, when I came to 
you, came not with the excellency of speech, or of wisdom, declar- 
ing the testimony of God. For 1 determined not to know any 
thing among you, save Jesus Christ and him crucified.” 4 Cor. ii. 
chap. 1, 2verse. The Lord was pleased of his free and sovereign 
mercy, to reveal his pardoning love to me, which melted me into 
tears, these words were spoken to my soul, “I am thy salvation,” 
I objected, saying, Iam vile, the answer was, “1 have borne all 
thy iniquities,” the words, “1 am thy salvation,” were spoken 
many times to me; faith was given me to believe it, and I had 
sweet peace and joy in believing. My conscience no longer accused 
me of former transgressions, 1 felt my sins forgiven me, and could 
eall God my Father, and had sweet communion with him as such, 
and could then sink with melody in my heart to God. While 
under the sweet enjoyment of Jesus’ love, all things beside ap- 
peared to me, lifeless and insipid, yea all was vanity of vanities ; 
to know more and more of Christ and him crucified was all my 
desire. Before I knew the Lord,I thought those who experienced 
forgiveness, lived free from sin and in ease ; but I find the contrary 
spirit warring against the flesh, and the flesh against the spirit, but 
all this is ordered in mercy and love, to drive us nearer to the 
Lamb, and farther from ourselves : to keep us looking unto Christ, 
who is the author and finisher of our faith, for continual supplies 
of strength, for in the strength of the Lord we shall prove victo- 
rious. 
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During the time of my convictions, these lines of Hart’s were 
quite a mystery to me. 

“But if guilt remov’d, 
**Return and remain, 

‘It’s power mav be prov’d 
‘Again and again.” 

As I did not think it possible for those who had tasted that the 
Lord is gracious, should get into bondage and need a renewal of 
his love, but the Lord hath taught me the meaning of what I then 
did not understand, by. trying experience. Though I have many 
times backsliden from the simplicity of the gospel, yet God has 
renewed his love in me again and again, and at one time in partic- 
ular, I had sueha sonsiial manifestation of God’s love, that ! 
longed to do something to his honor and glory, under a sense of 
my own vileness and of God’s love to me I could willingly have 
suffered my body to be burnt, yea gladly, if it was his will. Con- 
firmation and encouragement I have had many times, by your 
ministrywhich I doubt not, is a great consolation to you, that your 
labors, as a minister, have not been vain in the Lord, but unto God 
be all the praise and glory, for to him only it fis due, but unto me 
be shame and self-abhorence. May you in faith, fulness, and in the 
power of God continue to declare the whole counsel of the Lord, 
and may the Lord bless you and all his family with all spiritual 
blessings in Christ Jesus. At one time, when in weakness of 
body and trial of mind, these words were spoken to me, attended 
with support, “Though thy flesh and thy heart fail thee, | am thy 
God,” and I verily believe, and ean say with David, though my 
flesh fail, and my heart fail also, yet God is my strength and my 
portion and that forever. I sincerely desire, that 1 may live only 
to the glory of God and may my thoughts be raised far above the 
things of this world. May 1 be more devoted to the gospel of 
Jesus, whose I am, and whom I wish to serve with both spirit and 
body. Remember me in your prayers, that [ may be kept in 
humble dependanee on Christ and blessed with all spiritual bless. 
ings. 

“When I was very young I used to envy those whom I thought 
lived a holy life, and [ thought if God should visit our land with 
destruction, (which was then threatened by the enemies of our 
country,) yet he would preserve them from danger, and that while 
dessolation might be spreading around, they should be in safety, so 
good and upright did they appear to me: it would be well for 
them if they were so in the sight of God, but Lenvy them not now, 
nor any one else ; (being in possesssion of that which surpasseth 
all understanding) whose religion, I believe, consists in a bare 
knowledge of the truth, and whose concern about religion is more, 
to be thought God’s children, than to be so in reality ; who are des- 
titute of the life and power of it, or they would never stand in such 
opposition to the truth as it is in Jesus. ‘I'he persons [ allude to 
are the Pharisees, now in Lady Huntingdon’s connexion. I have 
‘been very backward to make known God’s dealings towards me, 
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but the following passage of scripture coming across my mind, 
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your father which is in heaven.” 1! was con- 
strained to write that men may see God’s mercy and grace mani- 
fested to me, who am the chief of sinners, and may “the glory 
thereof redound unto the Lord.” 
I remain, 
A testimony of the reality of religion, 


ELIZABETH TERRY. 


Letter to a friend, on seeing Joserpx Bextiamr’s attack on the 
Rev. James Herver. 
DeaR FRIEND, 


YOU have heard, that no pains has been spared in New 
England to lower the writings of our justly celebrated Hervey, 
whom Cowper styles “ the most scriptural writer in the world,” 
Sandeman and Bellamy published letters against his ‘Theron and 
Aspasia, but Mr. Hervey, in his letters to Wesley, answers every 
objection raised by these three malicious enemies to the gospel of 
Christ. Bellamy insinuates, that Mr. Hervey lessenned the re- 
quirements of the law, but it is certain, that he established the 
Jaw, by proving that it was fulfilled by Christ on our behalf. 
We allow that the law is weak, through the fall, in point of our 
obtaining justification by it. But yet we acknowledge that it is 
holy, just and good. Bellamy also denies the witness of the Holy 
Spirit, and says, that “This immediate witness of the Spirit, 
which you piead for, is certainly contrary to scripture.” He par- 
ticularly objeets against any person, professing to believe, that 
Christ died for their sins, though Christ said, * Except a man eat 
my flesh and drink my blood, he hath no partin me. This feiyn- 
ed Paulinus declares, that truth has no such tendency. How are 
we to feed upon Christ but by a personal faith in him ? To which 
Paul witnesses; “Khe life I now live in the flesh, is a life of 
faith upon the Sun of God, who loved me, and gave himself for 
me.” But I must inform you, that not only Hervey and Marshall 
are condemned by Bellamy, but also the “ Marrow of Modern 
Divinity” and Boston on the Covenants. He insinuates that a re- 
generate person cannot fall into darkness, and thus eondemns all 
backsliders ; David and Peter are not considered by him, but what 
would he say of Cowper and Hart ? Bellamy represents Hervey’s 
Theron, has never conyinced of sin, nor of the purity of God’s 
law, which is truly a gross misrepresentation, for Theron ac- 
knowledges, in the following, what sin he saw in all his best per- 
formances, “Indeed, my Aspasio, I am now convinced, that the 
darkest colours cannot be too dark for the portrait of my spiritual 
state, I see myself overspread with an habitual depravity, and 
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eannot forbear crying out, with the abashed leper ; Unclean ! un- 
clean! ‘The sacred oracles in no wise misrepresent fallen man, when 
they deseribe him as altogether become abominable. ‘I liey are far 
from under-rating human works, when they denominate them 
filthy rags. Rags they are, if we consider their great imperfee- 
tion! filthy rags if we advert to their manifold defilements. 
And since the nature of God is so irreconcilably averse to all con- 
tamination ; since the law of God requires such unspotted perfee- 
tion ; “OQ! who can stand befere this holy Lord God,” in any ac- 
complishments of their own ? When 1 further reflect, that 1 have 
only a very obscure glimpse of the divine purity, and am a mere 
novice in the knowledge of my own heart; how am 1 amazed at 
the lofty apprehensions which I once formed, concerning the dig’ 
nity of my nature, and the integrity of my conduct! All owing to 
alee the grossest ignorance of myself and the scriptures. 

ow do I shudder to think, that, in expecting justification from 
the law, I was resting the welfare of my immortal soul, not on the 
foundation of a rock, but on the point of a dagger. IL was going 
to the decisive tribunal flushed with the falsest hopes, and charg- 
ed with a set of glittering sins ; going, like poor deluded Uriah, 
not with any valid credentials, but with “the ministration of 
death” in my hand. 

Though I cannot but acknowledge the arrogance of these pre- 
tensions, yet loth, very loth is my pride to renounce the pleasing 
absurdity. Self-love has searched, and searched again, for some- 
thing excellent. It would fain make a better appearance, and can 
hardly brook the humiliation of imploring all sub forma pauperis. 
(that is, under the character of a poor destitute, or as a beggar 
sues for his alms) With what reluctance is a sinner brought to 
confess himself sinful in every duty, sinful in every capacity ! 
Strange perverseness ! But the charge is undeniable. However 
unwilling, I must plead guilty. ‘Thou art weighed in the bal- 
ance, aud found wanting,” is evidently written on all I am, all } 
have, all I do. And even if 1 am thus defective, even in my own 
estimation ; if I am utterly condemned at the bar of my own con- 
science ; “what then shall I do, when God riseth up ?” and when 
he visiteth, “what shall I answer him ?” I now see the necessity 
of an imputed righteousness. Without some such object of my 
trust, 1am undone.’? ‘To a soul in the state above expressed, Mr. 
Hervey would apply the encouraging invitations of the gospel, 
and point out to them the blessedness of believing in Jesus, io the 
salvation of their souls. Aspasio observes, ‘When we perceive 
the odious depravity of our nature; when we discern the horrible 
iniquity of our lives ; and are sensible of that tremendous wrath, 
and everlasting vengeance which are due to such guilty creatures; 
then nothing can be found, that will speak effectual peace, nothing 
that will administer solid comfort, but only the vicarious sufferings 
and the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ. To this purpose 
speaks one of the wisest and best of spiritual guides; “Has sin 
abounded >” as undoubtedly it has, in our heart and life; “grage 
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has much more abounded” in the obedience and merits of our Re- 
deemer. Nay, “has sin reigned ?” exerted its malignant power 
im the most extensive and most destructive manner ; rendering us 
subject unto death, both temporal and eternal. “Even so has 
grace reigned ;” exerted its benign efficacy, and in a manner yet 
more triumphant ; ; not only rescuing us from guilt and ruin, but 
restoring us to everlasting life and glory y3; and all this through 
moe ri ihteousnes, the complete meritorious righteousness brought 
pn “by Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

But Bellamy (like Belzebub) makes Theron confess that all 
that Aspasio had taught him was a delusion. He puts the fol- 
lowing words in his mouth. Theron. “I am convinced I was 
never right. I thought so, before I came to see you ; and all you 
have said has confirmed me in this opinion. Alas ; ‘T have all to 
begin anew ! just every step 1 have taken is wrong: my first 
manifestation of the love of Christ, and pardon of my sins, was 
wrong; the thing revealed for truth was a lie. My first act of 
faith was wrong: the thing believed for truth, wasa le. My 
love and joy, and all my religion was wrong: only the result of 
self-love and delusion. My livi ng by faith was wrong; it was 
only quieting my conscience, by holding fast my delusion.” While 
Bellamy was thus contradieting and blaspheming, God was pleas- 
ed to favour Hervey with his divine presence, so that he died 
rejoicing in that gospel he had preached to others, and he being 
dead yet speaketh. Though his adversaries, Sandeman, Bellamy 
and Wesley have left a stink behind them. Glory to God, he 
hath yet testimonies, on the earth, that he does forgive sins.— 
There are some who now live by faith on Jesus Christ, and be- 
lieving they rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full of glory. Sa- 
tan and his agents will yet attack the chureh of God. Carnal 
men argue on ‘divine subjects, and not being able to enter into the 
spiritual and experimental importance of “these truths, they eall 
the truth a lie. When the Lord reveals himself to a soul, by 
faith, they have a personal enjoyment of the pardoning love of 
Christ, and he ean Say, “pardon i is mine; Grace is mine ; Christ 
and all spiritual blessings are mine.” Bellamy says “It would do 
a baekslider no good if he were able to ge to God and say as above, 
which proves that he knew nothing of the abundance of grace 
manifested to such souls. We acknowledge that Satan is per- 
mitted to mimie this most gracious work, on the hearts of repro- 
bates, as he did among the Anabaptists in Germany, in Luther’s 
time, and in England, in Cromwell’s time, and in all ages of the 
church. So the magician imitated the miracles w hich Moses 
performed at the command of God, and it had the effect of hard- 
ening Pharaoh’s heart, but we do not therefore deny the power of 
God whieh w rought by Moses. Neither ought we to think the 
less of the operations of the Divine Spirit on the elect, because 
Satan is permitted to imitate these operations. If Bellamy could 
not distinguish between the work of God,and the work of the 
devil, it was because of the blindness of his mind. Woe be unto 





et EN 


wares 


ME eR E Paes 


SAE cae te a 




















lb ala A tai ABAD ia Bay oat suboeeier 


rt Riise Ld RES eT MR oli 


1a 9 co ws Sab Ta 








vec. 


Me ase EF es 


PS AED sin x 





ios Tia i 


iOS AE a,b NIE a A cotta. od isthe hws SS ges intact 


m aM BP seis 











] 
i 
4 


tS Sab Ta. Nn Ne WR oe 


On Bellamy’s Attack. 15 


them, who eall light darkness, and darkness light; evil, good, 
and good, evil: bitter things sweet, and sweet bitter. It was 
still more awful, if Bellamy felt himself destitute of the pardon 
ing love of Christ, and therefore, maliciously, attributed such a 
work to an unclean spirit. Mr. Whitfield said that President 
Edwards denied the Witness of the Spirit, and Bellamy preferred 
his Treatise on the Affections, as the next book to the bible, so 
that they may be considered as both on one scheme, and, indeed, 
it was about that time, that what is now called Hopkinsinism, 
took its rise ; but I have no doubt but God will root it out of the 
— of his people, though the reprobate may be left to believe 
a lie. 

Bellamy represents Theron as frantic, after he had heard his 
arguments against Aspasio, and he makes him write as follows : 
“ 0, my dear Aspasio! What ! Are we all wrong, or have I mis 
understood your scheme ! I hope, I wish no poor sinner on earti 
was ever so deluded as I have been: The Lord have mercy on me ! 
O, my dear Aspasio, that you had-been present, and heard all that 


passed |”? So that this new divinity man presumes much, he drives 


Theron out of his senses, and he wishes Aspasio had been pres. 
sent, but God did not suffer the mind of Aspasio to be perplexed 
with such a farago. Bellamy knew that Hervey had laid the 
axe to the root of all their popish subtleties, and therefore strove 
to disparage his writings, but it had but little effect, farther than 
their own sect. The Hopkinsian reformer, or the Rev. J. Davis. 
was pleased to say, in Freetown, that Hervey was not orthodox. 
Vet this Mr. Davis forged credentials, when he first began to 
preach, which was certainly far from honesty, if it was orthodoxy. 
Such men set themselves up to find out new schemes of divinity. 
You must remember, that I frequently recommended to your at 
tention Mr. Hervey’s sermons, and that I observed that a few ex 

ressions, in the dialogues, require explanation, I account for 
them, by Ryland’s being allowed to correct them, but notwithstand 
ing the church of God will understand Aspasio. If I am spared 
you shall hear from me again, respecting Bellamy’s misrepresen- 
tations. In the mean while, may you rejeice in Immanuel’s 
righteousness. 


PHILO ASPASIO. 


P. S. In all ages of the church, opposers have arisen against 
the free justification of a sinner by faith inChrist. Men natural- 
ly suppose, they possess a righteousness of their own, and they 
are loth to stoop to the rishteousness of Christ. But the man 
who knows his own unrighteousness, and the holiness of God’s law, 
will be most likely to hear that God justifies the ungodly. I know 
of no other refuge, and cannot believe in any other way of a soul 
being justified before God. Let us, therefore, my dear friend, 
glory in the Lord our righteousness, notwithstanding the contemp: 
which Bellamy treats such a faith with. May the Lord increase 
our faith. | 
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A Reyuest for Missionaries in America, in the year 1801. 
To the Editor of the London Gospel Magazine. 


Newburyport, near Boston, Aug. 15, 1804. 


Dear [F'atenn, 


THOUGH at the distance of several thousands of 
miles from England, your excellent miscellany has reached these 
parts. Permit me, in behalf of myself, and of a little company of 
christian believers, to return you and your writers our warmest and 
unfeigned thanks for such a fund of sound divinity and christian 
experience, which, from time to time, appears in the Gospel Mag- 
azine : your appeal is to the word of God, and to the testimony 
of Jesus Christ and his saints, and no one truth is withheld to 
serve a sect or party. We have perused the Evangelical Maga- 
zine, brought to us lately by an itinerant preacher, 1 in which it is 
asserted, that vital godliness i is spreading in these parts, and rep- 
resents us a fruitful vine. Now, Sir, the reverse of all such as- 
sertions is an awful matter of fact. We have seareely any foot- 
steps of those haleyon days when the renowned Whitefield visited 
these parts. We have not the power, and searcely the form of god- 
liness among us, and unless the Lord in merey visit us with an “out- 
pouring of his gracious spirit, we shall proceed from the present 
stupor into downright deism. ‘This part of the globe, and by the 
most accurate accoent, this vast continent of several hundred 
miles extent, is now in almost gross darkness. While your eoun- 
trymen are anxious to penetrate into the islands of the South Seas, 
and as it were prematurely to burst the door open, before God in 
his providence has made a way by civilization, would it not be 
kind, would it not be an act of discretion and beneficence to eross 
the atlanti e, and deliver a message of glad tidings to hundreds and 
thousands who are perishing on “this side of the globe for the 
bread of life. Such an attempt would not be attended with one 
twentieth part of that enormus expense laid out upon the Utopian 
expedition, which had to encounter those insurmountable barriers 
which seem to be fixed by the providence of God. Before I con- 
clude, I would wish to refer to an aceount which was prevalent 
in London ‘a few years past, and asserted with direct possitivity 
in the aforesaid magazine, namely, that the body of the late Rev. 
George Whitfield, buried in this part, was entire and uncorrupt- 
ed. From whesiee such a falsehood could have arisen, it is impos- 
sible to devise. About five years past a few friends were per- 
mitted to open the toinb wherein the remains of that precious ser- 
vant of Christ were interred ; after some difficulty in opening the 
coffin, we found the flesh totally consumed. The gown, cassock, 
and band, with which he was buried, were almost the same as if 
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just put into the coffin. I mention this particular as a caution to 
editors, especially of a religious work, to avoid the maryellous. 
particularly where there is no foundation for their assertions. 
Dear Sir, 
Most truly and affectionately for self, 
and several others, your unknown 
Christian Brother, 


WILLIAM MASON. 


<p -— 


Letter toa friend on Betrkamr’s opposition to the Rev. J. 
Herver. 


Dear Frisnp, 

IN my last I promised you should hear further of Bellamy’s 
opposition to the faith of the gespel, and it will be but fair, to 
give you his account of true faith, in his words. You will then 
see, what was the experience of Jonathan Edwards, and doctor 
Hopkins—and you will observe, that it is deficient in the expe- 
rience of forgiveness of sins ; the witness of the spirit, and a trust 
in the justifying righteousness of Christ. Bellamy, in twelve par- 


ticulars, lays open his scheme. He says, 


1st. “Hegeneration is necessarily previous to the first act of 
true Faith.”” Nothing good can preeede true faith, for whatsoever 
is not of faith, is sin: Works done before faith in Christ have the 
nature of sin in them. He that cometh to God, must believe that 
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 
So that his first position is erroneous. 

2d. “True Faith supposes, the Law and Gospel are rightly M- 
derstood, and beheld in their glory ; the Law approved with all the 
heart, as holy, just and good ; the Gospel believed, and complied 
with, with all the heart.” 'There may be a degree of true faith, 
when the law and gospel are not fully understood, and when they 
are not complied with, from the whole soul. Mueh unbelief ma y 
exist where there is a degree of true faith, and the regenerate soul 
often cries, Lord I believe, help thou mine unbelief. 

3d. “True Faith is an holy act. In true Faith, nothing is 
believed but what is plainly revealed in the holy scriptures.” _ 

True faith may exist, in a soul, when they are living in sin, 
Christ prayed for Peter that his faith fail not. Backsliders do not 
lose the grace of faith, notwithstanding their rebellion and in 
gratitude. Much imperfection attends the best of saints, in this 
life, after they are partakers of true faith ; yet true faith, always, 
when in exercise, influences to holiness. Yet we sin, in the best 
of times, and in the best of frames. 

ath. “In true Faith, the things believed were astrue before they were 

believed as after ; being all contained in the scriptures of truth.” 

It is not revealed in the seriptures, that any particular person, 
is passed from death unto life, and it is not aetually the case, 
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till the person has true faith. Yet there is such a thing as know- 
ing that we have passed from death unto life. 

Sth. “True Faith is founded wholly on that revelation which is 
made in the written word.” ‘The written word eannot of itself 
produce true, saving faith, but it is of the operation of the holy 
spirit, who works it in our hearts by his divine power, yet it is 
always consistent with the written word. 

6th. “The great difficulty, in the way of true Faith, arises from the 
wickedness of the heart.” ‘The soul has no difficulty with the 
wickedness of the heart, when in the exercise of true faith ; for 
he believes that, though his sins were as scarlet, they shall be as 
wool, and though they were red like crimson, they should be as 
white as snow. The. soul believes, that all our sins, which are 
many, are all forgiven ; and that notwithstanding sin dwells in 
us, it has lost its condemning power. Every mountain of sin, 
becomes plain, when by faith we believe in the blessed Redeemer, 
who died for us and rose again for our justification. 

‘True Faith is wrought in the heart by the Holy Spirit, in re- 
generation.” (Here he contradicts himself, for he has before said, 
that “Regeneration is necessarily previous to the first act of true 
Faith.) Imparting divine life to the dead soul, opening the eyes 
to behold divine truths in their glory and reality. In consequence 
of which, the gospel is understood, believed and embraced with all 
the heart. Christ is received by faith, and dwells in our hearts by 
faith, and the spirit takes of the things of Jesus and shews them 
to us. Peter exhorts, “them that have obtained like precious faith 
with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ :” ‘Add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge ; 
and to knowledge temperance ; and to temperance patience ; and 
to patience godliness ; and to godliness brotherly kindness ; and to 
brotherly kindness charity—” 

“In true Faith, the way of salvation by free grace is: Jesus 
Christ, being understood and believed, is heartily appreved of and 
acquiesced in, as being glorious for God, and safe for the sinner ; 
and our entire dependence for acceptance with God, is on the free 
grace of God through Jesus Christ, as exhibited in the written 
word !” Here Bellamy, leaves ou‘ the operation of the Holy Spirit, 
without which it is impossible for a soul to depend on Christ for ac- 
eeptance. And as he denies the union of the soul to Christ, and 
the witness of the spirit, and that faith has any thing of the nature 
of appropriation in it; he cannot have any other ideas of faith 
than what a natural man may have, or what the devils have. 
But they know nothingof the influence of true faith; nothing 
of fellowship with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ 
through the Spirit. 

“True Faith is alieays attended with love to God, arising from 


a sense of his own infinite amiableness, as its inseparable concom- 


itant.” ‘True faith always apprehends a reconciled Ged in 
Christ Jesus, and that is the only ground on which the soul ean 
approach to God; and this is life eternal to know God, and Jesus 


Christ whom he hath sent. ‘The Holy Spirit always reveals, to’ 
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the covenant seed, the economy of man’s salvation; he shews us 
his covenant. We cannot view, God abstractedly considered, 
without a sense of just condemnation; a representation of the 
nature of Jehovah will always have the effect to convince a fallen 
man, of his heavy offences, and shew the impossibility of life, being 
granted on the ground of the covenant of works. But when im. 
manuel’s face appears, a God in Christ, then the sinner has hope ! 
his hope, his joy begins. 

From what I have written, you will not wonder, that Bellamy 
should reprobate our dear Aspasio, whose constant theme was, 
the Lord our Righteousness. May we rejoice in the matchless 
Redeemer, living, dying and to all eternity. 

I am, 


PHILO ASPASIO. 


= EE = 


A POEM by Georce Herzert, Author of Divine Poems. Pub 


lished in London, nearly two hundred years ago. 


THE CHURCH MILITANT. 


ALMIGHTY Lord, who from thy glorious throne, 
Seest and rulest all things ev’n as one : 

The smallest ant or atom knows thy power, 
Known also to each minute of an hour ; 

Much more do Commonwealths acknowledge thee, 
And wrap their policies in thy decree, 

Complying with thy counsels, doing nought 
Which doth not meet with an eternal thought. 
But above all, thy church and spouse doth prove 
Not the decrees of power, but bands of love. 
Karly didst thou arise to plant this vine, 

Which might the more endear it to be thine. 
Spices come from the East; so did thy Spouse, 
Trim as the light, sweet as the laden boughs 

Of Noah’s shady vine, chaste as the dove ; 
Prepared and fitted to receive thy love. 

The course was westward, that the sun might light 
As well our understanding as our sight. 

Where th’ ark did rest, there 4braham began 

To bring the other Ark from Canaan. 

Moses pursu’d this : but king Solomon 

Finished and fixt the old Religion. 

When it grew loose, the Jews did hope in vain 

By nailing Christ, to fasten it again. | 
But to the Gentiles he bore eross and all, 
Rending with earthquakes the partition-wall : 
Only whereas the ark in glory shone, 

Now with the eross, as with a staff, alone, 
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Religion like a pilgrim, westward bent, 
Knocking at all doors, ever as she went. 
Yet as the sun, though forward be his flight, 
Listens behind him, ‘and allows some light, 
Till all depart: So went the church her way, 
Letting, while one foot stept, the other stay 
Among ‘the eastern Nations for a time, 
Till both removed to the.western clime. 
‘l'o Kgypt first she eame, where they did prove 
Wonders of anger once, but now of love. 
The ten Commandments there did flourish more 
Than their ten bitter Plagues had done before. 
Holy Macarius and great Anthony 
Made Pharoah, Moses, changing th’ history. 
Goshen was darkness, Egypt full of light, 
Nilus for monsters brought forth Israelites. 
Such power hath mighty Baptism to produce 
For things mishapen, things of highest ane. 
How dear to me, O God, thy councils are ! 

Who may with thee compare ? 
Religion thence fled into Greeee, where Arts 
Gave her the highest place in all men’s hearts. 
Learning was ’pos’d, Philosophy was set, 
Sophisters taken in a fisher’s net. 
Plato and Aristotle were at a loss, 
And wheel’d about again to spell Christ—Cross. 
Prayers chas’d Syllogisms into their den, 
Aud Ergo was transform’d into Amen. 
yf hough "Gresce took horse as soon as Egypt did, 
And Rome as both ; ; yet Egypt faster rid, 
And spent her period and prefixed time 
Before the other. Greece being past her prime, 
Religion went to Rome, subduing those, 
Who, that they might subdue, made all their foes. 
The Warrior his dei ar sears no more resounds, 
But seems to yteld, Christ hath the greater wounds, 
Wounds willingly endur’d to work his bliss, 
Who by an ambush lost his Paradise. 
The great heart stoops, and taketh from the dust 
A sad repentance, not the spoils of lust : 
Quitting his spear, lest it should pierce again 
Him in his members, who for him was slain. 
The Shepherd’s hook grew to a sceptre here, 
Giving new names and numbers to the year. 
But th’ Empire dwelt in Greece, to comfort them 
Who were eut short in Alexander’s stem. 
In both of these. Prowess and Arts did tame 
And tune men’s hearts against the gospel came : 
Which using, and not fearing skill in th’ one, 
Or strength in th’ other, did erect her throne. 
Many a rent and struggling th’ Empire knew, 
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(As dying things are wont) until it flew 
At length to Germany, still westward bending, 
And there the Churches festival attending : 
That as before, Empire and Arts made way, 
(For no less Harbingers would serve than they) 
So they might still, and point us out the place 
Where first the Chureh should raise her down-east face. 
Strength levels grounds, Art makes a garden there ; 
Then show’rs Religion, and makes all to bear. 
Spain in the Empire shar’d with Germany, 
But England in the higher victory : 
Giving the Chureh a crown to keep her state, : 
And not go less than she had done of late. 
Constantines British line meant this of old, 
“And did this mystery wrap up and fold 
Within a sheet of paper, which was rent 
From time’s great Chronicle, and hither sent. 
Thus both the Church and Sun together ran 
Unto the farthest old meridian. 
How dear to me, O God, thy counsels are ! 

Who may with thee compare ? 
Much about one and the same time and place, 
Both where and when the Church began her race. 
Sin did set out of Eastern Babylon, 
And traveli’d westward also: journeying on 
He chid the Church away, where e’re he came, 
Breaking her peace, and tainting her good name. 
At first he got to Egypt, and did sow 
Gardens of "gods, which ev’ry year did grow, 
Fresh and fine deities. They were at great cost, 
Who for a god clearly a sallet lost. 
Ah, what a “thing i is man devoid of grace, 
Adoring garlick with an humble face, 
Begging his food of that which he may eat, 
Starving the while, he worshippeth his meat ! 
Who makes a root his god, how low is he, 
If God and man be sever’d infinitely ! 
What wretchedness can give him any room, 
Whose house is foul, while he adures his broom ? 
None will believe this now, though money be 
In us the same transplanted foolery. 
Thus Sin in Egypt sneaked for a while ; 
His highest was an ox or crocodile, 
And such poor game. ‘Thenee he to Greece doth pass, . 
And being eraftier much than Goodness was, 
He left behind him garrisons of sins 
To make good that which every day he wins. 
Here sin took heart, and for a garden bed 
Rich shrines and oracles he purchased : 
He grew a gallant, and would needs foretel 
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As well what should befal, as what befel. 

Nay, he beeame a poet, and would serve 

His pills of sublimate in that conserve. 

‘The world came both with hands and purses full 
To this great lottery, and all would pull, 

But all was glorious cheating, brave deceit, 
Where some poor truths were shuffled for a bait 
To eredit him, and to discredit those 

W ho after him should braver truths diselose. 
From Greece he went to Reme: and as before 
He was a God, now he’s an Emperor. 

Nero and others lodg’d him bravely there, 

Put him in trust to rule the Roman sphere. 
Glory was his chief instrument of old, 


Pleasure sueceeded straight, when that grew cold ¢ 


Which soon was blown to such a mighty flame, 
That though our Saviour did destroy the game, 
Disparking oracles, and all their treasure, 
Setting affiietion to encounter pleasure ; 
Yet did a rogue with hope of earnal joy, 
Cheat the most subtile Nations. Who so coy, 
So trim, as Greeee and Egypt, yet their hearts 
Are given over, for their curious Arts, 

‘To such Mahometan stupidities, 

As the old Heathen would deem prodigies. 
liow dear to me, O God, thy councils are ! 

Who may with thee compare ? 

Only the West and Rome do keep them free 
From this contagious Infidelity. 

And this is all the Rock, whereof they boast, 
As Rome wiil one day find unto her cost. 

Sin being not able to extirpate quite 

The Churekes here, bravely resolved one night 
‘Yo be a Chureh-man too, and wear a Mitre : 
The old debauched Ruffian would turn writer. 
Jsaw him in his study, where he sat 

Busy in controversies sprung of late. 

A Gown and Pen beeame him wondrous well : 
fis grave aspect bad more of Heav’n than Hell: 
Only ! here was a handsome picture by, 

‘To which he lent a corner of his eye. 

As sin in Greeee a Prophet was before, 
And in old Romea mighty Emperor ; 

So now being Priest he plainly did profess 
To make a jest of Christ’s three Offices : 
‘the rather sinee his seatter’d jugglings were 
i'nited now in one both time and sphere. 
From Egypt he took petty deities, 

irom Greece oracular infallibilities, 


And from old Rome the liberty of pleasure, 
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By free dispensings of the Churches’ treasure. 
Then in memorials of his ancient throne, 
He did surname his palace Babylon. 
Yet that he might the better gain all Nations, 
And make that name good by their transmigrations ; 
From all these places, but at divers times, 
He took fine vizards to conceal his erimes : 
From Egypt Anchorism and retiredness, 
Learning from Greece, from old Rome stateliness 
And blending these he carri’d all men’s eyes, 
While Truth sat by, counting his victories: 
Whereby he grew apace and scorn’d to use 
Such force as once did captivate the Jews ; 
But did bewiteh, and finely work each Nation 
Into a voluntary transmigration. 
All post to Rome : Princes submit their necks 
Kither t’ his public foot or private tricks. 
It did not fit his gravity to stir, 
Nor his long journey, nor his gout and far. 
Therefore he sent out able ministers, 
Statesmen within, without doors cloisterers : 
Who without spear, or sword, or other drum 
Then what was in their tongue, did overcome ; 
And having conquer’d, did so strangely rule, 
That the whole world did seem but the Pope’s mule. 
As new and old Rome did one Empire twist ; 3 
So both together are one Anti-christ, 
Yet with two faces, as their Janus was ; 
Being in this their old erack’d looking-glass. 
How dear to me, O God thy councils are ! 

Who may with thee compare F 
‘Thus Sin triumphs in Western Babylon; 
Yet not as Sin, but as Religion. 
Of his twe thrones he made the Jatter best, 
And to defray his journey from the East. 
Old and new Babylon are to hell and night, 
As is the Moon and Sun to Heav’n and light. 
When th’ one did set, the other did take place, 
Confronting equally the law and grace. 
They are hell’s land-marks, Satan’s double erest : 
They are Sins nipples, feeding th’ east aad west. 
But as in vice the copy still exceeds 
The pattern, but not so in virtuous deeds ; 
So though Sin made his latter seat the better, 
The latter Church is to the first a debtor. 
The second Temple could not reach the first : 
And the late reformation never durst 
Compare with ancient times and purer years ; 
But in the Jews and us deserveth tears. : 
Nay, it shall ev’ry year decrease and fade; 
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Till sueh a darkness do the world invade 
At Christ’s last coming, as his first did find : 
Yet must their sueh proportions be assign’d 
To these diminishings, as is between 
The spacious worl , and Jury to be seen. 
Religion stands on tip-toe in our land, 
Ready to pass to the American strand, 
When height of malice, and prodigious lusts, 
Impudent sinning, witcherafts, and distrusts 
(‘The marks of future bane) shall fill our cup 
Unto the brim, and make our measure up ; 
When Seine shall swallow Tiber, and the ‘Thames 
By letting in them both, pollutes her streams : 
When ltaly of us shall have her will, 
And all her calendar of sins fulfil ; 
Wherebdy one may fortel, whiat sins next year 
Shall both in France and England domineer : 
Then shall Religion to America lee, 
‘They have their times of Gospel, ev’n as we. 
My God, thou dost prépare for them a way, 
By earrying first their gold from them away : 
For gold and grace did never yet agree: 
Religion always sides with poverty. 
We think we rob them, but we think AMISS 3 
We are more poor, and they more rich by this. 
Thou wilt revenge their quarrel, ma king grace 
‘Vo pay our debts. and leave our ancient “place 
‘To go to them, while that which now their Nation 
But ‘Tends to us shall be our desolation. 
Yet as the Church shall thither westward flee, 
So Sin shall trace and dog her instantly. 
‘They have their period also and set times 
Both for their virtuous actions and their crimes. 
And where of old the Empire and the Arts 
Ushered the Gospel even in men’s hearts, 
Spain hath done one, when arts perform the other, 
The Chureh shall come, and Sin the Church shall smother : 
‘rhat when they have accomplished the round 
And met in th’ East their first and ancient sound, 
Judgment may meet them beth and seareh them round. 
Thus do both lights, as well in Chureh as Sun, 
Light one another, and together run. 
T hus also Sin and darkness follow still 
The Chureh and Sun with all their power and skill. 
But as the Sun still goes both west and east ; 
So also did the Chureh, by going west 
Still eastward go; because it drew more near 
To time and place, where Judgment slial! appear. 
How dear to me, O God, thy councils are ! 

Who may with thee compare ° 
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The Countess of Hunrincvon’s Preface, &c. 25 


The Countess of Hunrinevon’s Preface to Bridge’s Sermons. 


FROM the various speculations of the religious world upon 
Faith, it seems to be too much considered as merely an assent of 
the understanding, to certain credible propositions contained in the 
scriptures ; instead of the gift of God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord; and as the power and spring of all divine and spiritual 
communication with heaven ; as well as of every practical excel- 
lency uponearth. The latter, the author of the Following sermons, 
the Rev. William Bridge, ably proves. And as it is confined 
wholly to the experimental knowledge of the Christian religion, 
and communicated by the Spirit of God, to the soul of man, 
through the word ; so does it belong to us, as our great privilege, 
to become well acquainted with the nature and power of it. Into 
whatever hands therefore, the works of this faithful and suffering 
witness for the truths of the Gospel may come, let it never cease 
to bé the desire of your hearts, and your earnest prayer to the 
Lord, the Author and Finisher of our Faith, that he would, as his 
own free gift, bestow it upon you. Suffer me to request, that no 
lukewarm pursuits after less powerful truths, may ever engage 
your attention ; as all, without this, must be ineffectual; either 
for your real comfort here, or your salvation hereafter, Examine 
well the importance of the truth held forth to you by this blessed 
servant of God, who though dead, yet speaketh (iike the voice of 
Abel, Heb. xi. 4.) the excellency of that one offering, once offered, 
by which witness can alone be obtained through faith, that you are 
righteous, in opposition to the unhallowed offering of all things 
else. May you then walk by faith, as Enoch did; and never 
cease to remember that without it, it is impossible to please God. 
Reject the testimony of all, who vainly and ignorantly. tell you, 
that it is not the one mean of all Gospel obedience ; and beware 
also, of low prejudices or partiality to mere matters of opinion, to 
which no evidence from God is promised in his word to the mind 
of man: faith, and faith alone, being the substance (or subsistence) 
of things hoped for, and the evidence of things not seen. As such, 
it secures to us the testimony that we have not believed, nor run in 
vain. As a divine pledge of future glory, it is a rich eompensa- 
tion to us for all the misery and various afflictions which are con- 
nected with our fallen state in Adam ; and by the power of God, 
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, there arises in 
our hearts, through faith, that glorious kingdom of God, which 
is righteousness, peace, and joy, in the Holy Ghost. 

That our gracious Lord, of his own free love and grace, may 
bless, and thus devote your heart and mine by his own power to 
himself, so effectually, as to prove that the tree is made good by 
the divine and heavenly fruit it bears, both in life and death ; 
is the affectionate prayer of a faithful friend, to all who love the 


Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. 
S. HUNTINGDON. 
4 











26 A Letter toa Friend 


A Letter toa Friend on the Cherubim. 


MR. STOKES first mentioned to me, at Tunbridge Wells, Eng- 
land, that Romaine always said, that the word beasts, in the 
revelations, ought to be translated Beings, as they referred to the 
Cherubic representation of the Holy ‘Trinity. ‘This led me to 
study the subject, and frequently preach on itin England. 1 also 
published the following observations ; the Lord has lately led me 
into the meaning of several passages of seripture, which many 
have been perplexed about, by the different opinions of so many 
commentators. Ezekiel’s visions of God, by the river Chebar, I 
see is in answer to this promise : “* The pure in heart shall see God.” 
The Cherubims show the mystery of the ‘Trinity, and of the per- 
son of Jesus, as God and man in oneChrist. The Psalmist addresses 
him thus ; “Thou that dwellest in the Cherubims, shine forth,” 
Psalm 60. Ezekiel tells us, that he had the same vision renewed 
to him; and it is worthy of observation, that, in the 10th chapter, 
he sometimes speaks of the living creatures in the singular, and 
sometimes in the plural, this is to show the unity of the Godhead. 
The vision whieh John had inthe Isle of Patmos is the same, and 
the four living creatures are spoken of in the same manner as the 
Cherubims, and the 13 and 414 verses of the 5th chapter of Revela- 
tions prove that it ean mean nothing else but a vision of God, as 
revealed in the covenant, which God shows his people, and this is 
the seeret which is with them that fear the Lord. Isaiah had 
the same vision of the Seraphims, when he declares, ‘Mine eyes 
have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts ; and every soul, who is 
born from above has this vision of God, though all cannot express 
it so clearly. Bunyan’s description of Christian at the cross, is 
very similiar. As this exposition was much opposed, I was glad 
to find, that Calvin viewed the subject of the Cherubims as setting 
forth the ineomprehensibility of Jehovah. I afterwards found 
some observations in Parkhurst’s Greek Lexicon, which 1 publish- 
ed in the Gospel Magazine, as it greatly strengthened my views on 
the subject. This piece was opposed, and Dr. Gill’s exposition, 
wherein the Cherubims are deseribed as ministers of the gospel, 
was justified. Huntington followed on that side ; but I said, in the 
vision of Isaiah, if there was any minister in the business, he 
was more properly represented by the tongs, than by one of the 
Seraphims. In Parkhurst’s Hebrew Lexicon, this subject is treated 
more fully, than it has been this last century. I shall only tran- 
scribe his principal arguments, which are as follows : “That the 
Cherubie figures were emblems or representatives of something 
beyond themselves, is, I think, agreed by all, both Jews and Chris- 
tians. But the question is, of what they were emblematieal ? To 
which I answer ina word, Those in the Holy of Holies were 
emblematiecal of the ever-blessed ‘Trinity in covenant to redeem 
man, by uniting the human nature to the Second Person, which 
union was signified by the union of the faces of the liun and of the 
man in the Cherubic exhibition, Ezek. i. 10. comp. Ezek. xli. 18, 
19. The Clierubs in the Holy of Helies were certainly intended 
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On the Cherubim. 27 


Lo represent some Beings in Heaven, because St. Paul has express- 
ly and infallibly determined, that the Holy of Holies was a figure 
or type of Heaven, even of that Heaven, where is the peculiar resi- 
dence of God, Heb. ix. 24. And therefore these Cherubs represent- 
ed either the ever-blessed Trinity with the Man taken into the 
Essence, or created spiritual Angels. 'The following reasons will, 
I hope, elearly prove them to be emblematical of the former, not of 
the latter. 

ist. Not of Angels; because (not now to insist on other ecir- 
eumstances in the Cherubic form) no tolerable reason ean be 
<r why angels should be exhibited with four faces apiece. 

2dly. Because the Cherubs in the Holy of Holies of the Taber- 
nacle were, by Jehovah’s order, made out of the matter of the 
merey-seat, or beaten out of the same piece of gold as that was, 
Exod. xxv. 18, 19. xxxvii. 9. Now the merey-seat made of gold and 
crowned, was an emblem of the Divinity of Christ, Rom. iii. 25. 
The Cherubs, therefore, represented not the Angelic, but the Divine 
Nature. 

3dly. The typical blood of Christ was sprinkled before them 
on the great day of atonement, (comp. Exod. xxxvii. 9. Lev. xvi. 14. 
Heb. ix. 7,42.) and this cannot, in any sense, be referred to created 
Angels, but must be referred to Jehovah only ; because 

4thly. The High Priest’s entering into the Holy of Holies on 
that day, represented Christ’s entering with his own blood into 
heaven to appear in the presence of God for us, Heb. ix.7, 24. And 

Sthly. When God raised Christ from the dead, he set him at 
his own right hand in the heavenly places. Far above all princi- 
pality and power, and might and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world but also in that which is to come, 
Eph. i. 20. Angels and authorities and powers being made sub- 
ject unto him—4. Pet. ii. 22. When the High Priest entered into 
the Holy of Holies and sprinkled the sacrificial blood on and 
before the merey-seat, he was below or under the Cherubs ; and 
therefore, if the Cherubs were emblematical of Angels, he could 
not then represent Christ ascended into heaven, far above all An- 
gels; as St. Paul, however, assures us he did—(See Mr. Bates’ 
inquiry into the Similititudes. $4 | 

6thly. The prophet Ezekiel saith, chap. x. 20. This is the 
living Creature, 7nn (which must mean one compound figure, 
comp. ver. 14.) that I saw nnn instead of, a substitute of, the 
Aleim of Israel. nnn it is granted, may refer either to situation 
or substitution, (see Gen. xxx. 2. 1. 19.) as the sense requires. 
Here notwithstanding what is said, ver. 19, the latter sense is 
preferable ; because it was the glory of the God of Israel, that 
is, the God-man in Glory, (comp. chap. i. 26.) not the Aleim (the 
Trinity) of Israel that were over the Cherubim 5 and the text 
says, not, These were the living creatures, hut, ‘This was the living 
creature, which I saw xt: ‘nox nnn. Now the glory was 
over both the Cherubim, (verse 19.) but one compound Cherub only 
wasa substitute of the Aleim. If it should he here asked, why then 
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were two compound Cherubs, in the Holy of Holies? I answer, 


Had there not inthis place been t2vo compound Cherubs, it would - 


have been naturally impossible for them to represent what was 
there designed ; for otherwise, all the faces could not have looked 
inwards towards each other, and down upon the Mercy-seat, and 
on the interceding high priest sprinking the typical blood of Christ, 
Exod. xxxvii. 9. and at the same time have'looked outward toward 
the Temple. Or in other words, the Divine Persons could not 
have been represented as witnessing to each other's voluntary 
engagements for man’s redemption, as beholding the sacrifice of 
Christ’s death, typified in the Jewish Chureh, and at the same 
time as extending their gracious regards to the whole world.—tisa. 
liv. 5. Though the Cherubim, are never so far as 1 can find, either 
by believers, or by the inspired writers speaking in their own per- 
sons, called Aleim, (unless perhaps in Ezek. xliv. 2. comp. xiii. 
2,3.) yet the Philistines who certainly well knew what the Hebrews 
intended by them, style them Gm>s and Onmsx Ow) mighty 
Aleim, 1 Sam. 4, 7,8. (Comp. chap. 4, 20.) and the seraphim, 
smalier sort of Cherubdim, are ealled Cyn>s Gen. xxxi. 30, 32. 
Comp. ver. 34, and chap. xxxv. 4. 

The coupled Cherub, or Lion-Man, on the vail and curtains of 
the outer ‘Tabernacle, and on the vail doors and walls of the 'Tem- 
ple, accompanied with the emblematic Palm-tree is such a strik- 
ing emblem of the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, Rev. v. 5. united 
to the Man Christ Jesus, as is easy to be perceived, but hard to be 
evaded. These coupled Cherubs appropriate the ‘Tabernacle or 
Temple and their veils, as embleins of Christ, and express invisi- 
ble symbols what he and his apostles do in words. See John ii. 
49,21. Heb. viii. 2, 9. xi, 10, 20. comp. Matt. xxvii. 51. And 
as the text just cited from the new ‘Testament afford us divine au- 
thority for asserting that the outer Tabernacle or Temple was a 
type of the body of Christ, so they furnish us with an irrefragable 
argument to prove that the Cherubs on their curtains or walls 
could not represent Angels. For did Angels dwell in Christ’s 
hody? Nosureiy. But in Him dwelt all the fullness of the God- 
head bodily—Col. ii. 9. 

1 go on to consider the propriety of the animals in the Cherubic 
Exhibition representing the Three persons of the ever-blessed Trin- 
ity. And here to obviate any undue prejudice which may have been 
conceived against the Divine Persons, being symbolically represen- 
ied under any animal forms whatever, let it be remarked that Jeho- 
vah* appeared as Three Men to Abraham—Gen. 18; that 


* This is evident from the first and second verses of that chapter. Jehovah 
appeared unto him in the plains of Manze—and he lifted up his eyes and looked, 
and lo, three Men stood by him. And accordingly in the course of the chapter they 
are spoken of sometimes in the singuéar, sometimes in the plural; and the 
more attentively any one considers the whole chapter, the more clearly he will 
pereeive that the Jhree Men there mentioned were no other than an appear- 
ance of Jehovah subsisting in Three Persons, and conversing with Abrvham as 
their friend. And to assist the reader’s meditations on this impertant subject, 
I would beg leave to recommend to his attentive perusal the late learned Mr. 
George W atson’s Discourse on Gen. xviii, and Mr. Bates’ Inquiry inte the Simili- 
tudes, p.11, Xe. 
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On the Cherubim. 2g 


theserpent of brass set up by God’s command in the wilderness, was 
a type or emblem of Christ, God-Man, lifted up on the cross—ecomp. 
Num. xxxi, 4, 9, with John iii, 14, 15, that at Jesus’ Baptism,* the 
Holy Spirit deseended in a bodily shape like a dove, upon him, 
Luke in. 21, 22; that Christ, as above intimated, is expressly cal- 
led the Lion of the Tribe of Judah—Rev. v. 5; and continually in 
that symbolical book set before us under the similitude of a lamb. 
All these are plain scriptural representations, eachjof them admira- 
bly suited, as the attentive reader will easily observe, to the par- 
ticular circumstances or specific design of the exhibition. W liy 
then should it appear a thing incredible, yea, why not highly prob- 
able that Jehovah Aleim should, under the typical state, order jis 
own Persons and the Union of the Manhood with the Essence to 
be represented by animal forms in the Cherubim of Glory 2? Espe- 
cially if it be considered that the three animal forms, exclusive of 
the man, (who stood for the very human nature itself,) are the 
chief of their respective genera; the ox or bull, of the tame or 
graminivorous ; the lion, of the wild or carnivorous ; and the eagle 
of the winged kind. ‘Thus then the faees of the ox, the lion, and 
the eagle, representing at second hand, the three persons of Jeho- 
vah, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit ; and the Union 
of the divine Light with Man, being plainly pointed out by the 
Union of the faees of the Lion and the Man—(See Ezek. i. 40. xi. 
10.) we may safely assert, thai the Cherubim of Glory, Heb. ix. 5. 
inthe Holy of Holies were divinely instituted and proper Emblems 
of the Three Eternal Persons in covenent to redeem man, and of the 
Union of the Divine and Human Natures in the person of Christ.” 

And these arguments may suffice to shew, in general of whom 
the Cherubs in the Holy of Holies were representative ; for to go 
through every particular in the Cherubic exhibition, which the 
Jews truly confess to be the foundetion, root, heart, and marrow of 
the whole Tabernacle, and so of the whole Levitical service, would 
require a volume. For further satisfaction on this highly inter- 
esting subject, for proving the propriety of the three animal em- 
blems, (as representative, at first hand, of the chief agents in tlie 
material, and thence of those in the spiritual world,) for shewing 
the heathen imitations of these divinely instituted hieroglyphies, 
and for answering of the most plausible objections that have been 
urged against the above explanation of them, I refer to the Hebrew 
and English Lexicon, under 353 and to the authors there cited, 
especially toan excellent treatise of the reverend and learned 
Julius Bate, entitled, An Enguiry into the occasional and standing 
similitudes of the Lord God, &c. 'The learned reader may also 
meet with some pertinent observations in Noldius’ Particles. 
Parkhurst’s Hebrew Lexicon. 


* See some excellent remarks on this appearance of the Holy Spirit, in ‘the 
Gentleman’s Magazine for Nov. 1750, vol, 20, p. 511 
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And we find, Gen. iii. 24, that immediately on Adam’s ex- 
pulsion from Paradise, and the cessation of the first or Paradisi- 
eal despensation of Religion, Jehovah Aleim himself se¢ up these 
emblems, together with the burning flame rolling upon itself, to 
keep the way to the ‘Tree of Life. According to your desire, you 
shall hear further form me on the above subject. 


Lady Jane Grer’s Letter to Harvinc, formerly her Father's 
Chaplin, and a zealous Preacher of the Gospel, 
but then turned Papist. 


AS oft as I eall to mind the dreadful and fearful saying of God, 
“that he which layeth hold on the plough, and looketh back, is 
not meet for the kingdom of Heiaven ;” and on the other side, the 
comfortable words of our Saviour Christ, to those that forsaking 
themselves, do fellow him; 1 cannot but marvel at thee, and 
lament thy ease, who seemed sometime to be the lovely member of 
Christ, but now the deformed imp of the devil; sometime the 
beautiful temple of God, but now the filthy and stinking kennel of 
Satan ; sometime the unspotted spouse of Christ, but now the 
shameless paramour of Anti-christ; sometime my faithful brother, 
but now a stranger and an apostate ; sometime a stout Christian 
soldier, but now a cowardly run-away; yea, whenI consider 
these things, 1 cammot but ery out upon thee, thou seed of Satan, 
and not of Judah, whom the devil hath deceiv ed, the world hath 
begeuiled, and the desire of life subverted, and made thee of a 
(hridun, an infidel! Wherefore hast thou taken the testament of 
the Lord in thy mouth ? Wherefore hast thou instrueted others 

to be strong in Christ, when thou thyself dost now so shamefully 
shrink, and so horribly abuse the testament and the law of the 
Lord > When thou thyself preachest not to steal, yet most abom- 
inably stealest, not from men, but from God, and committing most 
heinous sacrilege, robbest Christ thy Lord of his right members, 
thy body and soul, and choosest rather to live miserably with 
shame, to the world, than to die, and gloriously reign with Christ, 
in whom, even in death, i is lifer W hy dost thou now shew thy- 
self most weak, when indeed thou ough itest to be most strong P 
The strength of a fort is unknown before the assauJt; but thou 
yieldest thy hold, before any battery be made. Oh wretehed 
and unhappy man, what art thou but dust and ashes ? and will 
thou resist thy Maker, that fashioned and formed thee? Wilt 
thou now forsake him that called thee from the custom gather- 
ing of the Roman Anti-ehristians, to be an ambassador and mes- 
senger of his word? He that first framed thee, and since thy 
creation and birth preserved thee, nourished and kept thee, yea, 
and inspired thee with the spirit of knowledge (1 cannot say 
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of grace) shall he not now possess thee ? Darest thou deliver up 
thyself’ to another, being not thine own, but his ? How eanst thou, 
having knowledge, or how darest thou neglect the law of the Lord, 
and follow the vain traditions of men; and whereas thou hast 
been a publiek professor of his name, become now a defacer of his 
glory ? Wilt thou refuse the true God, and worship the invention 
of man, the golden ealf, the whore of Babylon, the Romish Reli- 
gion, the abominable idol, the most wicked mass ? Wilt thou 
torment again, rent and tear the most precious body of our Saviour 
Christ with thy bodily and fleshly teeth ? Wilt thou take upon thee. 
to offer up any sacrifice unto God for our sins, considering that 
Christ offered up himself (as Paul saith) upon the cross a living 
sacrifice once for all. Can neither the punishment of the Israel- 
ites, (which for their idolatry they often received) nor the terrible 
threatenings of the Prophets, nor the curses of God’s own mouth, 
fear thee to honor any other god than him ? Dost thou so regard 
him that spared not his dear and only Son for thee, so diminishing, 
yea, utterly extinguishing his glory, that thou wilt attribute the 
praise and honor due unto him to the idols, which have mouths, 
and speak not, eyes and see not, ears and hear not, which shall 
perish with them that made them. Confounded be all ~~ that 
worship them. Christ offered up himself once for all, and wilt 
thou offer him up again daily at thy pleasure ? But thou wilt say, 
thou dost it for a good intent. Oh sink ofsin! Oh child of perdi- 
tion! Dost thou dream therein of a good intent, where thy con- 
science bears thee witness of God’s threatened wrath against thee > 
How did Saul, how for that he destroyed the word of the Lord for 
a good intent, was thrown from his worldly and temporal kingdom : 
Wilt thou for a good intant dishonor God, offend thy brother, and 
danger thy soul, wherefore Christ hath shed his most precious 
blood ? Wilt thou for a good intent pluck Christ out of heaven, 
and make his death void, aud deface the triumph of his eross by 
offering him up daily P Wilt thou either for fear of death, or 
hope of life, deny and refuse thy God, who enriched thy poverty, 
healeth thy infirmity, and yielded to thee his victory, if thou 
couldest have kept it ? Dost thou not consider, that the thread of 
thy life hangeth upon him that made thee, who can (as he please) 
either twine it se Be to last the longer, or untwine it again to break 
the sooner ? Dost thou not then remember the saying of David, 
“when thou takest away thy spirit (O Lord) from men, they die, 
and are turned again to their dust; but when thou lettest thy 
breath go forth, they shall be made, and thou shalt renew the 
face of the earth.” Remeinber the saying of Christ in his gospel ; 
‘“‘whosoever seeketh to save his life, shall lose it, but whosoever 
shall lose it for my sake, shall find it.” Again, “whosoever loveth 
father or mother above me, is not meet for me. He that will 
follow me, let him forsake himself, and take up his cross and fol- 
low me.”” What eross? the cross of infamy and shame, of misery 
and poverty, of affliction and persecution for his name’s sake. Let 
the eft falling of these heavenly showers pierce thy stoney heart. 
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Let the two edged sword of God’s holy word sheer asunder the 
sinews of wor lly respects, even to the marrow of thy carnal heart, 
that thou mayest once again forseke thy self, and embrace Christ, 
and like as good subjects will not fase to hazard all in 
the defence of their eartily and temporal governour, so fly not 
like a white-livered milk-sep from the standing wherein thy chief 
eaptain Christ hath set thee in array of this life. Fight man- 
fully, eome life, come death, the quarrel is God’s, and undoubted. 
iy the vietory isours. But thou wilt say, “1 will not break unity 3’ 
what ? not the unity of Satan and his members ? not the unity of 
darkness ? not the agreement of Anti-christ and his adherents ? 
Tally saith of amity, *. Amictia non est nisi inter bones.” But 
mark my friends; yea friend, if thou beest not God’s enemy, there 
is no unity, but where Christ knitteth the knot among such as he 
is. ‘Vhe agreement of ali men is not an unity, but a conspiracy. 
‘Thou hast heard some threatnings against those that love them- 
selves above Christ, and against these that deny him for love of 
life ; saith he not, “he that denies me before men, I will deny him 
. fore my Father in heaven. And to the same effect writeth 
Paul, “it is impossible that they which were once enlightened, and 
have tasted of the Bey enly gift, and were partakers of the Holy 
aes, and have tasted of the good word of God, if'they fall away, 
and should be renewed again by repentance.” And again, “if we 
shall willingly sin after we have received the knowledge of his 
truth, there is no oblation left for sim, but the terrible expeetation 
of jadgment and fire, which shall devour the adversaries.” "Uhus 
Paul writeth, and this thou readest, and dost thou not quake and 


tremble 2? Well, if these terrible and thundering threatnings can- 


not stir thee to cleave unto Christ, and forsake the world ; yet let 
the sweet consolation and promises of the seriptures, let the ex- 
nimple of Christ and his apostles, holy martyrs aud confessors 
encourage thee to take faster hold of Christ. | Hearken what he 
saith, “blessed are you when men revile you, and persecute you 
fur my sake: Rejoice and be glad, for great is your reward in 
heaven: for so perseeuted they the Prophets, that were before 
you.” Hear what Isaiah saith, “fear not the curse of men, be not 
afraid of their blaspliemies ; for worms and moths shall eat them 
up like eloth and wool, hut my righteousness shall endure forever, 
and my saving health from generation to generation. What art 
thou then (saith he} that fearest a mortal man, the ehild of man 
which fadeth away like the flower, and forgeteth the Lord that 
made thee, that spread out the Heavens, and laid the foundation 
of the earth P fam the Lord thy God, that maketh the sea is 
rage, and be still, whose name is the eer of Hosts: I shall 

my word in thy mouth, and defend thee with the turning of oe 
hand.” Christ also saith unto his disciples, “they shall accuse 


you, and bring you before princes and rulers for my names sake ; 
and some of you they shall perseeute and kill ; but fear you not, 
and care you not what you shall say; for it is the spirit of your 
Father that speaketh within you, even the hair of your head are 
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eli numbered. Lay up treasures for yourselves, where no thief 
cometh, nor moth corrupteth. Fear not them that kill the body, 
but are not able to kill the soul, but fear him that hath power to 

destroy both soul and body. If ye were of the world, the world 
would love his own; but because ye are not of the world, but £ 
have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.” 

Let these and such like consolations taken out of scriptures, 
strengthen you to Godward. Let the examples of holy men and wo- 
men not go out of your mind, as Daniel and the rest of the prophets, 
of the three children, &e. Return, return again into Christ’s war, 
and as becometh a faithful warrior, put on that armour that St- 
Paul teacheth to be most necessary for a Christian man, and 
above all things take the shield of faith, and be you provoked by 
Christ’s own example, to withstand the devil, to forsake the 
world and to become a true and faithful member of his mystical 
body, who spared not his own body for our sins. Throw down 
yourself with the fear of his threatened vengeance for this so 
great and heinous offence of apostacy, and comfort yourself on the 
ether hand with the merey, blood, and promise of Him, who is. 
ready to turn unto you, whensoever vou turn unto him. Disdaip. 
not to come again with the lost son, seeing you have so wandered. 
with him. Be not ashamed to turn again withhim from the evil. 
of strangers to the delicacies of your most benign and loving Fath- 
er, acknowledging that you have sinned both against heaven and 
against earth. Against heaven, by staining the glorious name 
of God, and causing his most sincere and pure word to be evil spo- 
ken of through you: Against earth, by offending so many of 
your weak brethren, fo whom you have been a stumbling block 
through your sudden sliding. Be not ashamed to weep bitterly 
with Peter, to wash away the filth and mire of your offensive 
fall—to say with the Publican, Lord, be merciful to me a sinner. 

Remember the horrible history of Julian of old, and the lamenta- 
ble ease of Spira of late, whose ease (methinks) should be so 
green in your remembrance, that being a thing of our time, you 
should fear the like inconvenience, seeing you are fallen into the 
like offenee. Last of all, let the lively remembrance of the last 
day be always before your eyes, remembering the terror that at 
that time shall befall the runagates and fugitives from Christ, who 
setting more by the world th n by heaven, more by their life than 
by him that gave them life, did shrink, yea, fall away from him 
that forsook not them; and contrariwise, the inestimable joys pre- 
pared for them, that fearing no peril, nor dreading death, have 
manfully fought and victoriously triumphed over all power of 
darkness, over hell, death, and damnation, through their most 

renowned captain, Christ, who now streteheth out his arms to 

receive you, ready to fall npon your neck, and kiss you, ‘and to 

feast you with the dainties and delieates of his own precious blood, 

which undoubtedly, if it might stand with his determinate purpose 

he would let it be shed again, rather than you should be lost. 
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J. Hare's Experience, §c. Minister in London, 
‘ Author of a Book of Hymns. 


AS I had the happiness of being born of believing parents. Tf 
imbibed the sound doctrines of the gospel from my imfaney3 nor 
was I without touches of heart, checks of conscienee, and meltings 
of affections by tye seeret striv ings of God’s Spirit with me while 
very young; but the impressions were not deep, nor the influences 
lasting, being frequently defaced, and qaeanbal by the vanities and 
vices of childhood and youta. 

About the twenty-lirst year of my age, I began to be under great 
anxiety coneerning my soul. The spirit of hends age distressed me 
sore; though I endeavoured (as 1 believe most under legal con- 
victions do) to commend myself to God’s favor by amendment of 
life, virtuous resolutions, moral rectitude, and a strict attendance 
on religious ordinances. 1 strove to subdue my fiesh by fasting, 
and other rigorous acts of penance and mortification ; and, when- 
ever I was captivated by its lusts, (which indeed was often the 
cease,) 1 endeavoured to reconcile myself again to God by sorrow 
for my faults; which, if attended with tears, I hoped would pass 
as current coin with heaven; and then i judged myself whole 
again, and to stand on equa! terms with my foes, till the next fall, 
which generally succeeded in a short time. 

In this uneasy, restless round of sinning and repenting, working 
and dreading, 1 went on for above sev en years ; when a great 
domestic affliction befalling me (in which I was a moderate suf- 
ferer, but a monstrous sinner,) I began to sink deeper and deeper 
into conviction of my nature’s evil, the deceitfulness and hardness 

-of my heart, the w ickedness of my life, the shallowness of my 

christianity, and the blindness of my ication, I saw that I was 
in a dangerous state, and that I must have a better religion than 
T had yet experienced, hefore 1 could with any propriety eall my 
self a christian. How did I now long to feel the merits of Christ 
applied to my soul by the Holy § Spirit ; P How often did | make 
my strongest efforts to call God my God! But alas! I could no 
more do this than I could raise the dead. 1 found now, by woful 
experience, that faith was not in my power ; and the question with 
me now was, not whether } would be a christian or no; but whether 
I might ; not whether I should repent and belbbeve : but whether 
God would give me true repentance and a living faith. 

After some weeks passed in this gloomy, dreadful state, the 
Lord was pleased to comfort me a little, by enabling me to appro- 
priate, in some measure, the merits.of the Saviour to my own soul. 
This comfort increased for some time ; and my understanding was 
also wonderfully illuminated in reading the Holy Scriptures, so 
that I could see Christ in many passages where before I little 
imagined to find him, and was eneouraged to hope I had an inter- 
est in his merits, and the benefits by him procured to his people. 
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In this blessed state my continuance was but short ; for, rushing 
impetuously into notions beyond my experience, i hasted to make 
myself a christian by mere doctrine, adopted other men’s opinions 
before I had tried them ; and set up for a great light in religion, 
disregarding the internal work of grace begun in my soul by the 
Holy Ghost. ‘This liberty assumed by myself, and not given by 
Christ, soon grew to libertinism ; in whieh I took large progres- 
sive strides, and advanced to a dreadful height both in principle 
and practice. Ina word, I run such dangerous lengths both of 
earnal and spiritual wickedness, that | even outwent professed 
infidels, and shocked the irreligious and profane with my horrid 
blasphemies and monstrous impieties. Hardness of heart was, 
with me, a sign of geod confidence ; carelessness went for trust ; 
empty notions for great light; a seared conscience for assurance 
of faith; and rash presumption for christian courage. 

My actions were in a great measure conformable to my notions ; 
for, having (as I imagined) obtained by Christ a liberty of sinning, 
I was resolved to make use of it} and thought the more I would 
sin without remorse, the greater hero 1 was in faith. A tender 
conscience I deemed weakness ; prayer I left for novices and big- 
ots ; and a broken and contrite heart was a thing too low and legal 
for me to approve, much more to desire. Not to dwell on particulars, 
I shall only say (what, though shocking to hear, is too true!) that 
i “committed all uncleanness with greediness.” 

In this abominable state I continued, a loose back-slider and 
audacious apostate, a bold-faced rebel, for nine or ten years, not 
only committing aets of lewdness myself, but infecting others with 
the poison of my delusions. I published several pieces on different 
subjects, chiefly translations of the ancient heathens; to which 
prefixed prefaces, and subjoined notes of a pernicious tendency ; 
and indulged a frecdom of thought far unbecoming a christian. 
But God, who is rich in merey, and whose grace is like himself, 
almighty, did not altogether give me up to hardness and impeni- 
tence: I felt from time to time, meltings of heart, and inward 
compunetion, and had a seeret hope at the bottom (which often 
rose above my gross corruptions,) that I should not always go on 
in this abandoned manner, and run as reprobate to final perdition. 

About seven or eight years ago, I began by degrees to reform a 
little, and to live in a more sober and orderly manner. And now 
as I retained the form of sound words, and held the doctrines of 
free grace, justification by faith, and other orthodox tenets, 1 was 
tolerably confident of the goodnesss of my state; especially as 1 
could now also add that other requisite, a moral behaviour. Surely 
thought I, though I have been so profligate and profane, yet, as I 
am now reclaimed, and am not only sound in principles, but sober 
and honest in practice, I cannot but be in the right way to the favor 
of God. : 

For several years I went on in this easy, cool, smooth and in- 
dolent manner, with a lukewarm, insipid kind of religion, yet not 
without some secret whipers of God’s Jove, and visitations of his 
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grace, and now and then warm addresses to him in private prayer. 
But alas! ail this while my heart was whole; the fountains of the 
great deeps of my sinful nature were not broken up. I was thefe- 
fore conscious that the written word of God was against me, espe- 
cially those parts of it that represent the children of God, as a poor, 
afflicted, mourning, broken-hearted people; of whieh characteristics 
I was destitute ; nor was the blood of Christ effectually applied to 
my soul. I looked on his death indeed as the grand sacrifice for 
sin; and always thought on him with respect and reverence; but 
did not see the inestimable value of his blood and righteousness 
clearly enough to make me abhor myself, and count ali things else 
but dung and dross. On the contrary, when 1 used to read the 
scriptures (which I now did constantly, both in English and the 
Oriental language,) though my mind was often affected, and my 
understanding illuminated by many passages that treated of the 
Saviour: yet I was so far from seeing or owning that there was such 
a necessity for his death, and that it could be “of such infinite value 
as is represented, that I have often resolved (0 the horrible depth 
of man’s tall, and the desperate wickedness of the human heart ! 
that I would never believe it; and have been tempted to tell God 
himself that he could not make me, without injuring my reason, 
and imposing on my understanding by downright violence and 
perversive power. 

About three or four years ago, I fell into ajdeep despondency of 
mind, because I had never experienced g grand revelations and mi- 
raculous discoveries. 1 was very melancholy, and shunned all 
company, walking pensively alone, or sitting in private, and be- 
wailing my sad and dark condition, not having a friend in the 
world to whom I could communicate the burden of my soul; which 
was so heavy, that f sometimes hesitated even to take my necessa- 
ry food. But, after many a gloomy, doleful hour spent in solitude 
and sorrow, not without strong and frequent cries and tears to God, 
and beseechiag him to reveal himself to me in a clearer manner, 
I thought he asked me, in the midst of one of my prayers, whether 
I rather chose the visionary revelations of which I had formed 
some wild idea, or to be content with trusting to the lew despised 
mystery of a crucified man? I was enabled to prefer the latter ; 
and felt great comfort in expecting the future effeets of my choice. 

But gloom of mind and dejeetion of spirit still frequently over- 
whelmed me : from whieh I used to be relieved hy pouring out my 
soul to Christ, and beseeching him with cries, and groans, and tears, 
to reveal himself to me; praying at the same time it might be done 
without pain; for 1 was so much a coward, that I preferred ease to 
every otier consideration. I was often answered by such portions } 
of scripture as these; Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is : 
with me—That which thou hast already, hold fast till Tcome. To 
the latter of these I closed my hands fast, and cried, I would sooner 
part with every drep of blood, than let go the hopes f already had 
in a erueified Saviour; and to the former 1 used to reply (after 
eonsiderng the words, my reward is with me,) “Come, Lord 
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Jesus, come quickly.” For though I expected some sore yisita- 
tion, yet believing that Christ w ould bring strength and power 
with him, i waited and longed for his coming. 

The week before aster, 1757, 1 had such an amazing view of 
the agony of Christ, in the Garden, as I know not well how to de- 
scribe. L was lost in wonder and adoration, and the impression if 
made was too deep, i believe, ever to be obliterated. I shall say no 
more of this, but only remark that, notwithstanding all that is 
talked about the sufferings of Jesus, none can know any thing of 
them but by the Holy Ghost, and L believe he that knows most. 
knows butvery little. It was upon this I made the first part of 
Hymn I. On the Passiun ; which, however, I afterwards muti. 
lated and altered. 

I used to be often terribly cut down with these words: .2nd casi 
ye th2 unprofitable servant into outer daricness 3 there shall be weep- 
ing and gnashing of tveth, Matt xxv. 30. which sometimes sunk 
me almost to utter despair ; and then again I used to receive some 
comfort. At length despair began to make dreadful head against 
me: hopes grew fainter, and terrors stronger: which latter were 
increased by a faithful letter 1 received froma friend; who had 
also run great lengths of impiety with me formerly, but was new 
reclaimed. ‘The convictions I now laboured under were not like 
those legal! convictions 1 had formerly felt, but far w orse, horrible 
beyond expression. I looked on myself as a Gospel sixmer; one 
that had trampled under foot the blood of Jesns, and for whom 
there remained no more sacrifice for sin. I shall not enlarge here, 
choosing rather to suppress than exaggerate ; as I do not Tay any 

stress on my own sufferings, or t those of any other man, exeept 

the man Christ Jesus, but. surely what I felt was very grievous. 
For so deep was my despair, that I found in me a kind “of wish 
that I might only be damned with the common damnation of trans- 
gressors of God’s law. But, oh! [thought the hottest place in 
hell must be my portion. All the evangelical promises were so 
far from comforting me, that they were my greatest tormentors, 
beeause they w ould only increase my condemnation. 

The distress and anguish of soul was likewise attended wit! 
great infirmity of body. One morning I was waked with intoler- 
able pain, as if balls of fire were burning my reins. Amidst this 
excruciating torture, which lasted near an hour, one of the first 
things I thought on was the pierced side of Jesus, and what pain 
of body, as well as of soul, he underwent. Soon after this fiery 
stroke, I was seized in the evening witha cold shivering, which | 
coneluded to be the iey damp of death, and that after that must 
come everlasting damnation. In this condition I went to my bed, 
but dared not elose my eyes, even when nature was overcharged, 
lest I should awake in hell. 

While these horrors remained, I used to run backwards and 
forwards to places of religious worship. especially to the ‘Taber- 

nacle in Moorfields, and the Chapel in Tottenham Court Road, 
where indeed I received some comfort (which though _— was 
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then highly prized, because greatly needed ;) but in the general 
almost every thing served only to condemn me, to make me rue 
my own backslidings, and envy those children of God who had con- 
tinued to walk honestly ever since their first conversion. Netions 
of religion I wanted no man to teach me—I had doctrine enough, 
but found by woful experience that dry doctrine, though ever so 
sound, will not sustain a soul in the day of trial. 

In this sad state | went moping about (and that [ could was 
next to a miracle,) having some little hope at the bottom under 
all, which now and then would glimmer, but was soon overwhelm- 
ed again with clouds of horror, till Whitsunday, 1757, when I 
happened to go in the afternoon to the Moravian Chapel, in Fet- 
ter Lane, where 1 had been eatreat times before. ‘The minister 
preached on these words, Because thou hast kept the word of my 
patience, £ ai sally keep thee pone the hour of temptation which 
shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 
Rev. 1. 40. Yh ough the t text and most of what was said on it, 
seemedito make sreutly against me, yet I listened with much at- 
tention, and feit myseif deeply impressed by it. When it was over, 
I thought of hastening to Toitenham- Court C hapel ; but presently 
altering ymy mind, returned to my own house. 

I was hardly got iiome when I felt myself melting away into a 
strange softness of affection ; which made me fling myself on my 
knees before God. My herreie were immediately dispelled, and 
such light and comfort flowed into my heart as no words can paint. 
"The Lord by his Spirit ef love came, not in a visionary manner 
into my brain, but with such divine power and energy into my 
soul, that I was lost with blissful amazement. I “asied ont, 
“What! me, Lord ?” His spirit answered in me, Fes thee. 1 ob- 
jected ; : * But | have been so uns p akably vile and wieked.” The 
answer was 3 I pardon thee fully and fr eely. Thy own goodness 
(for Lh ad now set about a thorough amendment, if peradventure 
1 might be spared) cannot save thee, nor shall thy wickedness damn 
thee, I undertake to work all thy works in thee and for thee; and 
to bring thee safe cere all. st, he alteration I then felt in my 
soul was as sudden and I palp ble as that whieh is experienced by a 
person stagger ing. and almost sinking, under a burden, when it is 
immediately taken from his shoulders. ‘Tears ran in streams from 
my eyes for a considerable while: and I was so swallowed up in 
joy and thankfulness, th: at Tt ha rdiy | knew where Il was. I threw 
my soul willingly into my Saviour’s hands; iay weeping at his 
feet, wholly resigned to his will: and only begging g, that L might, 
if he was graciously pleased to permit it, be af some service to his 
church and people. 

Theneeforth { enjoyed sweet peace in my soul; and had such 
clear and frequent manifestations of his love to me, that I longed 
for no other heaven. My horrors were banished, and have not, I 
think returned sinee with equal violence. And, though I can see 
little signs as yet of his granting my request coneerning usefulness,* 

* This was written before the Author’s call to the Ministry. 
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though Ll am very barren of good, and full of evil; though I have 
many sore trials and temptations in my soul; yet it pleases the 
Lord to reveal himself often in me, to open the mysteries of his 
cross, and give me to trust in his precious blood. 

Not long after this my—shall I eall it re-conversion ?— 
I was terribly infested with thoughts so monstrously obscene and 
blasphemous, that they eannot be spoken, nor se much as hinted ; 
and, I believe, such as hardly ever entered into the heart of any 
other man; though I am sensible that most of God’s children are 
sometimes attacked in like manner: but mine were foul and black 
beyond example, and seemed to be the master-pieces of hell. They 
haunted me some months ; and used to make me weep bitterly and 
ery earnestly to my God to remove them; which at last he was 
pleased to do in a great measure; though they would often be re- 
turning still, like intruding visitants, but are not permitted to come 
with much power. Inshort, I feel myself now as poor, as weak, 
as helpless and dependant as ever; but now my weakness is my 
greatest strength; 1 now rejoice, though | rejoice. with trembling. 

Lsoon began to be visited by God’s Spirit in a different manner 
from whit I had ever felt before. I had constant communion with 
him in prayer. His sufferings, his wounds, his agonies ,of soul, 
were impressed upon me in an amazing manner. 1 now believed 
my name was sculptured deep in the Lord Jesus’ breast with char- 
acters never to be erased. [£ saw him, with the eye of faith, 
stooping under the load of my sins; groaning and grovedling in 
Gethsemane for me. ‘The incarnate God was more and more re- 
vealed to me; and I had far other notions of his sufferings than | 
had entertained before. 

Now I saw that the grief of Christ was the grief of my Maker : 
that his wounds were the wounds of the Almighty God; and the 
least drop ef his blood, now appeared to me to be more valuable 
than ten thousands of worlds. As I had before thought his suffer- 
ings too little, they now appeared to me to be too great; and | 
often eried out, in transports of blissful astonishment, “Lord, ’tis 
too mnch, ’tis too much; surely my soul was not worth so great a 
price.” Thad also such a spirit of sympathetic love te the Lord 
Jesus given me, that after I had left off to sorrow for myse!f, for 
some months I grieved and mourned bitterly for him. I looked on 
him whom I had pierced, and, felt such sharp compunetion, mixed 
at the same time with so much compassion, that the pain and the 
pleasure I experienced are much better felt than expressed. 

Jesus Christ, and him crueified, is now the only thing I desire 
to know. In that incarnate mystery are contained all the rich 
treasures of divine wisdom. This is the wark, towards which I 
am still pressing forward. This is the eup of salvation, of which 
I wish to drink deeper and deeper. This is the knowledge, in 
which I long to grow; and desire at the same time a daily increase 
in all true grace and godliness. All duties, means, urdinances, 
&e. are to me then stlly rich, when they are enriched with the 
blood of the Lamb; in comparison of which all things else are 
but chaff and husks, 
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PuHARASAIC zEAL and ANTINOMIAN SECURITY, are the two 


engines of Satan, with which he grinds the church im all ages, ag 


betwixt the upper and the nether millstone. ‘The space between 
them is much narrower and harder to find than most men imagine. 
It is a path which the vulture’s eye hath not seen: and none ean 
shew it us but the Holy Ghost. Here let no one trust the 
directions of his own heart, or of any other man; lest by being 
warned to shun the one, he be dashed against the other. The 
distinction is too fine for man to discern ; therefore let the christian 
ask direetion of his God. ‘These two hideous monsters continually 
worry and perplex my <oul; nor the former, though appearing in 
a holier shape, one whit less, but (if possible) more odious to me 
than the latter. ‘Therefore, from the wonderful dealings of God 
towards me, I endeavoured to draw the following observations’: : 

On the one hand, 1 would observe: That it is > not of him that 
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God who sheweth mercy— 
That none can make a christian but he that made the world— 
That it is the glory of God to bring good out of evil—That whom 
he loveth he loveth unto the end—'That though all men seek, more 
or less, to recommend themselves to God’s favour by their works, 
yet, to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is cocinted for righteousness—Thai the blood of 
the Redeemer, applied to the soul by his spirit, is the one thing 
needful—T hat prayer is the task and labour of a Pharisee, but che 
privilege and delight of a christian—T hat God grants not the 
requests of his people beeause they pray; but they pray because 
he designs to answer their petitions—T hat self-righteousness and 
legal holiness rather keep the soul from, that draw it to Christ— 
‘That they who seek salvation by them pursue shadows, mistake 
the great end of the law, and err from the way, the truth, and the 
life—That God’s design is to glorify his Son alone, and to debase 
the excellence of every ereature—That no righteousness besides 
the righteousness of Jesus (that is the richteousness of God) is of 
any avail towards acceptance—That to ‘he a moral man, a zealous 
man, a devout man, is very short of being a christian—That the 
eye of faith looks more to the blood of a ee than to the soul’s 
victory over eorruptions—T hat the dealings of God with his 
people, though similar im the general, are nev vertheless so various, 
that there is no chalking out the paths of one child of God by those 
of another; no laying down regular plans of christian conversion, 
ehristian experience, christian “usefulness, or christian conversa- 
tion—That the will of God is the only standard of right and good, 
—That the sprinkling of the blood of a crucified Saviour on the 
conseience, by the Holy Ghost, sanctifies a man; without which 
the most abstemious life and rigorous discipline is unholy—Lastly, 
that faith and holiness, with every other blessing, are the purchase 
of the Redeemer’s blood; and that he has a right te bestow them 
on whom he will, in such a manner and in such a measure as he 
thinks best ; though the spirit in all men lusteth to envy. 


[To be continued. } 
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Letter to Harvine. 


all numbered. Lay up treasures for yourselves, where no thie! 
cometh, nor moth corrupteth. Fear not them that kill the body, 
but are not able to kill the soul, but fear him that hath power to 
destroy both soul and body. If ye were of the world, the world 
would love his own ; but because ye are not of the world, but ! 
have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.” 
Let these and such like consolations taken out of scriptures, 
strengthen you to Godward. Let the examples of holy men and wo- 
men net go out of your mind, as Daniel and the rest of the prophets, 
of the three children, &e. Return, return again into Christ’s war, 
and as beecometh a faithful warrior, put on that armour that St. 
Paul teacheth to be most necessary for a Christian man, and 
above all things take the shield of faith, and be you provoked by 
Christ’s own example, to withstand the devil, to forsake the 
world and to become a true and faithful member of his mystical 
body, whospared not his own body for our sins. Throw down 
yourself with the fear of his threatened vengeance for this so 
great and heinous offence of apostacy, and comfort yourself on the 
other hand with the mercy, blood, and promise of Him, who is 
ready to turn unto you, whensoever you turn unto him. Disdain 
not to come again with the lost son, seeing you have so wandered 
with him. Be not ashamed to turn again with him from the evil 
of strangers to the delicacies of your most benign and loving Fath- 
er, acknowledging that you have sinned both against heaven and 
against earth. Against heaven, by staining the glorious nam 
of God, and causing his most sincere and pure word to be evil spo- 
ken of through you: Against earth, by offending so many of 
your weak brethren, to whom you have been a stumbling block 
through your sudden sliding. Be not ashamed ‘o weep bitterly 
with Peter, to wash away the filth and mire of your offensive 
fall—to say with the Publican, Lord, be mereiful to me a sinner. 
Remember the horrible history of Julian of eid, and the lamenta 
ble case of Spira of late, whose ease (methinks) should be so 
green in your remembrance, that being a thing of our time, you 
should fear the like inconvenience, seeing you are fallen into the 
like offence. Last of all, let the lively remembrance of the last 
day be always before your eyes, remembering the terror that at 
that time shall befall the runagates and fugitives from Christ, who 
setting more by the world then by heaven, more by their life than. 
by him that gave them life, did shrink, yea, fall away from him 
that forsook not them; and contrariwise, the inestimable joys pre- 
pared for them, that fearing no peril, nor dreading death, have 
manfully fought and victoriously triumphed over all power of 
darkness, over hell, death, and damnation, through their most 
renowned eaptain, Christ, who now stretcheth out his arms to 
receive you, ready to fall npon your neck, and kiss you, and to 
feast you with the dainties and delicates of his own precious blood, 
which undoubtedly, if it might stand with his determinate purpose 
he would let it he shed again, rather than you should be lost. 
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J. Hire’s Experience, §c. Minister in London, 
Author of a Book of Hymns. 


AS I had the happiness of being born of believing parents. EF 
imbibed the sound doctrines of the gospel from my infaney ; nor 
was £ without touches of heart, checks of conscience, and meltings 
of affections by ti:e secret strivings of God's Spirit with me while 
very young; but the impressions were not deep, nor the influences 
lasting, beine frequently defaced, and quenelied by the vanities and 
vices of childhood an¢ youth. 

About the tw enty-first year of my age, I began to be under great 
anxiety concerning my soul. The spirit of bondage distressed me 
sore; though | endeavoured (as 1 believe most under legal con- 
vietions do) to commend myself to God’s favor by amendment of 
life, virtuous resolutions, moral rectitude, and a strict attendance 
on religious ordinances. 1 strove to subdue my flesh by fasting, 
and other rigorous acts of penance and mortification ; and, when- 
ever 1 was captivated by its lusts, (which indeed was often the 
ease,) | endeavoured to reconcile myself again to God by sorrow 
for my faults; which, if attended with tears. L hoped w ould pass 
as current coin with heaven; and then | judged myself whole 

again, and to stand on equal terms with my ‘foes, till the next fall, 
which generally succeeded in a short time. 

In this uneasy, restless round of sinning and repenting, working 
and dreading, I went on for above seven years; hen a great 
domestic affliction befalling me (in which I was a moderate suf- 
ferer, but a monstrous sivner,) 1 began to sink deeper and deeper 
into conviction of my nature’s evil, the deceitfulness and hardness 
of my heart, the wickedness of my life, the shallowness of my 
christianity, and the blindness of my de votion. I saw that I was 
in a dangerous state, and that I must have a better religion than 
I had yet experienced, before I could with any propriety eall my- 
self a christian. How did I now long to feel the merits of Christ 
applied to my soul by the Holy Spirit ; P How often did I make 
my strongest ‘efforts to call God my God! But alas! Leould no 
more do this than IT could raise the dead. | found now, by woful 
experience, that faith was not in my power ; and the question with 
me now was, not whether | would be a christian or no; but whether 
I might ; not whether I should repent and believe ; but whether 
God would give me true repentance and a living faith. 

After some weeks passed in this gloomy, dreadful state, the 
Lord was pleased to comfort me a little, by enabling me to appro- 
priate, in some measure, the merits,of the Saviour to my own soul. 

This comfort increased for some time ; and my understanding was 
also wonderfully illuminated in reading the Holy Seriptures, so 
that F eould see Christ in many passages where before I little 
imagined to find him, and was encouraged to hope I had an inter- 
est in-his merits, and the benefits by him procured to his people. 
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In this blessed state my continuance was but short ; for, rushing 
impetuously into notions beyond my experience, I hasted to make 
myself a christian by mere doctrine, adopted other men’s opinions 
before I had tried them ; and set up for a great light in religion, 
disregarding the internal work of grace begun in my-soul by the 
Holy Ghost. This liberty assumed by myself, and not given by 
Christ, soon grew to libertinism ; in which I took large progres- 
sive strides, and advanced to a dreadful height both in principle 
and practice. Ina word, I run such dangerous lengths both of 
earnal aud spiritual wickedness, that I even outwent professed 
infidels, and shocked the irreligious and profane with my horrid 
blasphemies and monstrous impieties. Hardness of heart was, 
with me, a sign of good confidence ; carelessness went for trust ; 
empty notions for great light; a seared conscience for assurance 
of faith; and rash presumption for christian courage. 

My actions were in a great measure conformable to my notions ; 
for, having (as I imagined) obtained by Christ a liberty of sinning, 
I was resolved to make use of it; and thought the more I would 
sin without remorse, the greater hero | was in faith. A tender 
conscience I deemed weakuess ; prayer I left for novices and big- 
ots ; and a broken and contrite heart was a thing too low and legal! 
for me to approve, much more to desire. Not te dwell on particulars, 
I shall only say (what, though shocking to hear, is too true!) that 
I “committed all uneleanness with greediness.” 

In this abominable state I continued, a loose back-slider and 
audacious apostate, a bold-faced rebel, for nine or ten years, not 
only committing acts of lewdness myself, but infecting others with 
the poison of my delusions. I published several pieces on different 
subjects, chiefiy translations of the ancient heathens; to which } 

refixed prefaces, and subjoined notes of a pernicious tendency ; 
and indulged a freedom of thought far unbecoming a christian. 
But God, who is rich in mercy, and whose grace is like himself, 
almighty, did not altogether give me up to hardness and impeni- 
tence: I felt from time to time, meltings of heart, and inward 
compunction, and had a seeret hope at the bottom (which often 
rose above my gross corruptions,) that I should not always go on 
in this abandoned manner, and run as reprobate to final perdition. 

About seven or eight years ago, 1 began by degrees to reform a 
little, and to live in a more sober and orderly manner. And now 
as I retained the form of sound words, and held the doctrines of 
free grace, justification by faith, and other orthodox tenets, 1 was 
tolerably confident of the goodnesss of my state; especially as I 
could now also add that other requisite, a moral behaviour. Surely 
thought I, though I have been so profligate and profane, yet, as I 
am now reclaimed, and am not only sound in principles, but sober 

and honest in practice, I cannot but be in the right way to the favor 
of God. | 

For several years I went on in this easy, cool, smooth and in- 
dolent manner, with a lukewarm, insipid kind of religion, yet not 
without some secret whipers of God’s love, and visitations of his 
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grace, and now and then warm addresses to him in private prayer. 
Bat alas! all this while my heart was whole; the fountains of the 
great deeps of my sinful nature were not broken up. I was there- 
fore conscious that the written word of God was against me, espe- 
cially those parts of it that represent the children of God, as a poor, 
afflicted, mourning, broken-hearted people; of which characteristies 
I was destitute; nor was the blood of Christ effectually applied to 
my soul. IL looked on his death indeed as the grand saeritice for 
sin; and always-thoaght on him with respect and reverence ; but 
did not see the inestimable value of his blood and righteousness 
elearly enough to make me abhor myself, and count all things else 
but dung and dross. On the contrary, when I used to read the 
scriptures (which i now did constantly, both in English and the 
Oriental language,) though my mind was often affected, and my 
understanding illuminated by many passages that treated of the 
Saviour: yet L was so far from seeing or owning that there was such 
a necessity for his death, and that it could be of such infinite value 
as is represented, that I have often resolved (O the horrible depth 
of man’s fall, and the desperate wickedness of the human heart !) 
that I would never believe it; and have been tempted to tell God 
himself that he could not make me, without injuring my reason, 
and imposing on my understanding by downright violence and 
perversiye power. 

About three or four years ago, I fell into ajdeep despondency of 
mind, because I had never experienced grand revelations and mi- 
raculous discoveries. I was very melancholy, and shunned all 
company, walking pensively alone, or sitting in private, and be- 
wailing my sad and dark condition, not having a friend in the 
world to whom I could communicate the burden of my soul; which 
was so heavy, that I sometimes hesitated even to take my neeessa- 
ry food. But, after many a gloomy, doleful hour spent im solitude 
and sorrow, not without strong and frequent cries and tears to God, 
and beseeching him to reveal himself to me in a clearer manner, 
{ thought he asked me, in the midst of one of my prayers, whether 
{ rather chose the visionary revelations of whieh I had formed 
some wild idea, or to be content with trusting to the lew despised 
mystery of a crucified man? I was enabled to prefer the latter ; 
and felt great comfort in expecting the future effects of my choice. 

But gloom of mind and dejection of spirit still frequently over- 
whelmed me : from which I used to be relieved by pouring out my 
soul to Christ, and beseeching him with cries, and groans, and tears, 
to reveal himself to me; praying at the same time it might be done 
without pain; for ] was so much a coward,jthat I preferred ease to 
every otier consideration. i was often answered by such portions 
of scripture as these; Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is 
with me—That which thou hast already, hold fast till I come. ‘To 
the latter of these 1 closed my hands fast, and cried, 1 would sooner 
part with every drop of blood, than let go the hopes I already bad 
in a erucified Saviour: and to the former I used to reply (after 
considering the words, my reward is with me,) “Come, Lord 
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Jesus, come quickly.” For though I expected some sore visita- 
tion, yet believing that Christ would bring strength and power 
with him, | w aited and longed for his coming. 

The week before Easter, 1757, 1 had such an amazing view of 
the agony of Christ, in the Garden, as I know not well how to de- 
seribe. i was lost in wonder and adoration, and the impression it 
made was too deep, I believe, ever to be obliterated. Ishaill say no 
more of this, but only remark that, notwithstanding all that is 
taiked about the sufferings of Jesus, none ean know any thing of 
them but by the Holy Ghost, and 1 believe he that knows most, 
knows but very little. It was upon this I made the first part of 
Hymn I. On the Passiun; which, however, I afterwards muti 
lated and altered. 

L-used to be often terribly cut down with these words: Jnd casi 
ye the unprejitable servant into outer darkness ; there shall be weep- 
ing and gnashing of teeth, Matt. xxv. 30. which sometimes sunk 
me almost to utter despair; and then again I used to receive some 
comfort. At length despair began to make dreadful head against 
me : hopes grew fainter, and terrors stronger: which latter were 
inereased by a faithful letter I received froma friend; who had 
also run great lengths of impiety with me formerly, but was now 
reclaimed. ‘The convictions L now laboured under were not like 
those legal convictions | had formerly felt, but far worse, horrible 
beyond expression. i looked on myself as a Gospel simner; one 
that had trampled under foot the blood of Jesus, and for whom 
there remained no more sacrifice for sin. I shall not enlarge here, 
choosing rather to suppress than exaggerate; as 1 do not lay any 
stress on my own suficrings, or these: of any other man, except 
the man Christ Jesus, but ‘surely what I felt was very grievous. 
For se deep was my despair, that I found in me a kind of wish 
that I might only be damned with the common damnation of trans- 
gressors of God’s law. But, oh! 1 thought the hottest place in 
hell must be my portion. All the ev angelical promises were so 
far from comforting me, that they were my greatest tormentors, 
beeause they w ould ol ly increase my condemnation. 

The distress and anguish of soul was likewise attended with 
great infirmity of body. One morning I was waked with intoler- 
able pain, as if balls of fire were burning my reins. Amidst this 
exeruciating torture, which lasted near an hour, one of the firs! 
things I thought on was the pierced side of Jesus, and what pain 
of body, as w ell as of soul, he underwent. Soon after this fiery 
stroke, I was seized in the ev ening witha cold shivering, which ! 
concluded to be the icy damp of death, and that after that must 
come everlasting damuation. In this condition I went to my bed, 
but dared not close my eyes, even when nature was overcharged, 
lest I should awake in hell. 

While these horrors remained, I used to run baekwards and 
forwards to places of religious worship, especially to the Taber- 
nacle in Moorfields, and the Chapel in Tottenham Court Road, 
where indeed I received some comfort (whieh though little, was 
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then highly prized, because greatly needed ;) but in the general 
almost every thing served only to condemn me, to make me rue 
my own backslidings, and envy those children of God who had eon- 
tinued to walk honestly ever since their first conversion. Notions 
of religion I wanted noe man to teach me—1 had doctrine enough, 
but found by woful experience that dry doctrine, though ever so 
sound, will not sustain a soul in the day of trial. 

In this sad state I went moping about (and that I eould was 
next to a miratle,) having some little hope at the bottom under 
all, which now and then would glimmer, but was soon overwhelm- 
ed again with clouds of horrar, till W hitsunday, 1757, when I 
happened to zo in the afternoon to the Moravian Chapel, in Fet- 
ter Lane, where » I had been several times before. ‘Vhe minister 
preached on these w ords, Because thou has: kept the word of my 

atience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation which 
shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 
Rev. iii. 10. "Though the text and most of what was said on it, 
seemed to make greatly against me, yet | listened with much at- 
tention, and felt myself deeply i impressed by it. When it was over, 
1 thought of hastening to Vottenham-Court C waist. but presently 
altering my mind, returned to my own. house. 

i was hardly got home when f felt myself melting away into a 
strange softness of affection ; which made me fiing my self on my 
knees before God. My oh ors were immec liately dispelled, and 
sueh light and comfort flowed into my heart as no words ean paint. 
The Lord by his Spirit of love came, not in a visionary manner 
into my brain, but with such divine power and energy into my 
soul, that I was lost with blissful amazement. 1 eried out, 
“What ! me, Lord ?” His spirit answered in me, Fes thee. 1 ob- 
jected : “ But I have been so unspeakably vile aid wicked.” The 
answer was 3 f pardon thee fully and Freel y. Lhy own goodness 
(for L had now set about a thorough amendment, if peradventure 
i might be spared) cannot save thee, nor shail thy wickedness damn 
thee, “ET undertake to work all thy works in thee and for thee; and 
to bring thee safe through all. ‘Vhe alteration 1 then felt in my 
soul was as sudden and palpable as that which is experienced by a 
person staggering, and almost sinking, under a burden, when it is. 
immediately taken from his shoulders. ‘Tears ran in streams from 
my eyes for a considerable while; and I was so swallowed up In 


joy and thankfulness, that I hardly knew where I was. 1 threw 


my soul willingly into my Saviour’s hands; lay weeping at his 
feet, wholly resigned to his will: and only begging, that | might, 
if he was g sraciously pleased to permit it, be of some serv ice to his 


chureh and people. 
Thenceforth I enjoyed sweet peace in my soul; and had such 


clear and frequent manifestations of his love to me, that I longed 
for no other heaven. My horrors were banished, and have not, £ 
think returned since with equal violence. And, though } ean see 
little signs as yet of his granting my request concerning waefiiniea.? 

* This was written before the Author’s call to the Ministry. 
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though L am very barren of good, and full of evil; though T have 
many sore trials and temptations in my soul; yet it pleases the 
Lord to reveal himself often in me, to open the mysteries of his 
cross, and give me to trust in his precious blood. 

Not long after this my—shall [I eall it re-conversion ?— 
I was terribly infested with thoughts so monstrously obscene and 
blasphemous, that they cannot be spoken, nor se much as hinted : 
and, I believe, such as hardly ever entered into the heart of any 
other man ; though I am sensible that most of God’s ehildren are 
sometimes attacked in like manver: but mine were foul and black 
beyond example, and seemed to be the master-pieces.of hell. They 
haunted me some months ; and used to make me weep bitterly and 
ery earnestly to my God to remove them; which at last he was 
pleased to do in a great measure ; though they would often be re- 
turning still, like intruding visitants, but are not permitted to come 
with much power. Inshort, I feel myself now as poor, as weak, 
as helpless and dependant as ever; but now my weakness is my 
greatest strength; I now rejoice, though I rejoice with trembling. 

I soon began to be visited by God’s Spirit in a different manner 
from what I had ever felt before. LI had constant communion with 
him in prayer. His sufferings, his wounds, his agonies of soul, 
were impressed upon me in an amazing manner. I now believed 
my name was seulptured deep in the Lord Jesus’ breast with char- 
acters never to beerased. E saw him, with the eye of faith, 
stooping under the load ef my sins; groaning and grovelling in 
Gethsemane for me. ‘The incarnate God was more and more re- 
vealed to mes; and I had far other notions of his sufferings than I 
had entertained before. 

Now I saw that the grief of Christ was the grief of my Maker; 
that his wounds were the wounds of the Almighty God; and the 
least drop of his blood, now appeared to me to be more valuable 
than ten thousands of worlds. As I had before thought his suffer- 
ings too little, they now appeared to me to be too great; and 1 
often cried out, in transports of blissful astonishment, ‘Lord, ’tis 
too mnch, *tis too much; surely my soul was not worth so great a 
price.” Thad also snch a spirit of sympathetic love te the Lord 
Jesus given me, that after I had left off to sorrow for myself, for 
some mouths [ grieved and mourned bitterly for him. I looked on 
him whom I had pierced, and, felt such sharp compunction, mixed 
at the same time with so much compassion, that the pain and the 
pleasure I experienced are much better felt than expressed. 

Jesus Christ, and him erueified, is now the only thing I desire 
to know. In that incarnate mystery are contained all the rich 
treasures of divine wisdom. This is the mark, towards which L 
am still pressing forward. This is the cup of salvation, of which 
I wish to drink deeper and deeper. This is the knowledge, in 
which I long to grow; and desire at the same time a daily increase 
in all true grace and godliness. All duties, means, ordinances, 
&e. are to me then only rich, when they are enriched with the 


blood of the Lamb; in comparison of which all things else are 
but chaff and husks. 
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PuaRASAIC ZEAL and ANTINOMIAN SECURITY, are the two 
engines of Satan, with which he grinds the church im all ages, as 
betwixt the upper and the nether millstone. ‘The space babween 
them is much narrower and harder to find than most men imagine. 
It is a path which the vulture’s eye hath not seen: and none ean 
shew it us but the Holy Ghost. Here let no one trust the 
directions of his own heart, or of any other man; lest by being 
warned to shun the one, he be dashed against the other. ‘T he 
distinction is tog fine for man to discern ; shevbdace let the christian 
ask direetion of his God. These two nt ee monsters continually 
worry and perplex my soul; nor the former, though appearing in 
a holier shape, one w ‘hit less, bat (if possible) more odieus to me 
than the latter. ‘Therefore, from the wonderful dealings of God 
towards me, [ endeavoured to draw the following oheorvatiouns : 

On the one hand, | would observe: That it is ” not of him that 
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God who sheweth mercy— 
That none ean make a christian but he that made the world— 
That it is the glory of God to bring good out of evil—That whom 
he loveth he leveth unto the end— ‘i hat though all men seek, more 
or less, to recommend themselves to God’s favour by their works, 
yet, to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness—That the blood of 
the Redeemer, applied to the sonal ‘by his spirit, is the one thing 
needful—T hat prayer is the task and labour of a P harisee, but the 
privilege and delight of a christian—That God grants not the 
requests of his people because they pray; but they pray beeause 
he designs to answer their petitions—T hat self-righteousness and 
legal holiness rather keep the soul from, that draw it to Christ— 
That they who seek salvation by them pursue shadows, mistake 
the great end of the law, and err from the wa: y, the truth, and the 
life—'T hat God’s design is to glorify his Son alone, and to debase 
the excellence of every ereature—'That no righteousness besides 
the righteousness of Jesus (that is the righ iteousness of God) is of 
any avail tow ards acceptance—That to ‘be a moral man, a zealous 
man, a devout man, is very short of being a christian—That the 
eye of faith looks more to the blood of Jesus than to the soul’s 
victory over ecorruptions—That the dealings of God with his 
people, though similar in the general, are nev vertheless so various, 
that there is no chalking out the paths of one child of God by those 
of another ; no laying down regular plans of christian conversion, 
christian experience, christian "usefulness, or christian conversa- 
tion—T hat the will of God is the only standard of right and good, 
—That the sprinkling of the blood of a crucified Saviour on the 
conseience, by the Holy Ghost, sanctifies a man; without which 
the most abstemious life and rigorous discipline is unholy—Lastly, 
that faith and holiness, with every other blessing, are the purchase 

of the Redeemer’s blood; and that he has a right te bestow them 
on whom he will, in such a manner and in such a measure as he 
thinks best ; though the spirit in all men lusteth to envy. 


[ To be continued. | 
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